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PREFACE- 



THE following^ Publication originated in 
the great desire, which some of the children 
of the Author expressed, to have him write a 
history of his life. Being on a visit in Ken- 
tucky, in the winter of 1789 and 1790, 1 join- 
ed my Brothers in persuading him to indulge 
us, by spending his leisure hours, in commit- 
ting his life to writing. We had pfteR be^ 
entertained by him with anecdotes of his life, 
which we supposed would be instructive and 
amusing to others, and, therefore, had a wish 
that the public might reap a benefit irom 
^ the same source. No doubt, the partiality 
of a child, may feel a peculiar mterest in many 
]^iings relative to a fond, indulgent, and affec- 
tionate parent, which may he uninteresting 
to stKotigers. Yet, upon mature deliberation, 
I conceived the publication of his biography, 
jnight conduce to the edification of serious rear 
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d^rs, and exhibit the important feet, (which 
infidelity rejects,) that there are in the world, 
real christians. 

As the following sketches were written by 
him m an advanced age, and chiefly from me- 
mory, the dates are wanting. This deficiency- 
is, however, not so important, as it does not 
invalidate the truth of the narration. It has 
been the object of the editor, to keep as near 
as possible to the original in language, mere- 
ly n:\aking some grammatical corrections. 
Some few things have been supplied, fi^onx 
having heard them related by the author ; and 
their having made an indelible impression 
©n the menvory. 

The author's death renders a preface to 
his life proper, if not necessary : and as these 
biographical memoirs were bequeathed to 
me by my flither, in his last illness, my own 
feelings, if not my duty, promj^ted me to 
undertake the task of writing it. Whatever 
may be thought amiss in it, I hope the can- 
did reader will attribute to the afifection and 
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pejrtiality of a son> fpr a kind and indulgent 
^tfaer. " The memoirs of departed friends, 
which revive a tender recollection of their 
worth, and protract the approach of that 
oblivion which hastens to cover the memory 
of maaa, are dear to the heart of sympathy. 
Natural partiality and aflfection are extended 
from the persons, to the works and conduct 
of our friends ; and even after death, our ima- 
ginations are kept ajive by every object, with 
which they were connected. We find some* 
thing really estimable m whatever we love, 
and. we are anxious that the world should 
approve of « what has been approved by ua^ 
In honouring the memory of the dead* we 
enjoy the consciousness of doing justice. 
We seem to discharge anew the pleasing du- 
ties of friendship, and soothe our grief by de- 
monstrations of affectionate respect. ' ' 

With regard to what the author has related 
concerning that event, which proclaimed the 
United States a ^* free and independent" em- 
pire, it may be proper to observe, thgt he 

has not attempted to relate any particulars 

a2 
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concerning that period, other thsm what he 
was concerned in, and so &r only as would 
throw light upon his own history. This 
could not be done, without mentioning the 
situation in which he was placed in the army ; 
and the various campaigns and marches of 
that army. 

Although of small statuft, yet he was 
very athletic, and of a remarkable good 
constitution. While I was in Kentucky, 
in the years 1789 and 90, after he had been 
preaching all day, though much afflicted 
with the influenza, he remarked to me ; that 
he had not been deprived from attending 
public worship for upwards of thirty years, 
on account of indisposition. Of his private 
life, much need not be said. The reader will 
discover his character in the following sheets ; 
but it is but a testimony of respect in me, 
just to say, that as a husband, he was faithful 
and loving; — as a father, kind and indulgent; 
-—as a friend, sincerity ever shone in his. 
beait; — and as a christian^ he was emphatic 
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ca!Iy the follower of Jesus Christ, in all hi^ 
imitable examples. 

That the following Biography may prove 
to the edification of many souls, be instru- 
mental to the building up of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, and redound to the glory and ho- 
nour of God, is the fervent prayer of the pub- 
lic's well wisher, . 

STEPHEN QANO. 

jPMarJDB2fCM, ( RhodC'IiUmdj) August 30, 1806v 



MY OWN LIFE. 



Xn compliance with a request of part, if not 
all of my family, to leave some memorials of 
my life, (which I should much more cheerful- 
ly undertake, had I spent it to better purpo- 
ses, and more faithfully in the services of my 
God, and society both civil and sacred, to 
which I have long since considered myself 
inviolably to owe every part of it,) the on- 
ly query I^now have is, whether this wiU 
not be deemed useless, or whether it is more 
innocently spent than in the omission of it. 
But to begin my life, the scattered scraps of 
w^^^ only memory at ^jsent can collect, 
having none of the remarks at hand, which 
I have heretofore incorrectly committed to 
piper, which would at least furnish me witli 
dates, and without which I am at a loss t 
begin ^ 
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My own life suggests progenitors, which 
were on my fether'9 side, from France,— on 
my mother's, from Britain. My great grand- 
father, Frg|icis Gano, brought my grandfather 
Stephen Gano, (when a child,) from Guernsey, 
in Jersey ; it being a time of bloody persecu- 
tion. Flight, or the relinquishment of the 
]»*otestant religion, of which he was a pro- 
fessor, were the only means of preserving 
his life* He chose the former. One of his 
neighbours had been martyred in the day, 
and, in the evening, he was determined on as 
as the victim for the next day ; information 
of which, he received in the dead of the 
xught. He thereupon chartered a vessel, re^ 
moved his family on board, and, in the morn- 
ing, was out of sight of the harbour. Of 
what number hi$ family consisted, I am not 
abte to say. On his arrival in America, he 
settled in New-BlRhelle, in the state o^jjj^- 
York, and lived to the age of <»ic hundred 
and three. My grandfetiber, Stephen Gsnoj 
married, I believe, Ann Walton, by whom 
he had many children, some of whom died 
ia youth ; those who lived to marry, were 
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Daniel, Francis, James, John, Lewis, Isaac, 
and three daughters, Sarah, Catharine, and 
Snsannali, the last of whom lived to the age 
of eighty-seven. My father was the first of 
the beforementioned. He married Sarah Brit- 
ton, daughter of Nathaniel Britton, of Staten- 
Island. Her mother was a Stilwell, who 
made a profession of religion when about 
twenty years of age, and continued a member 
of the Baptist church till her death ; her age 
was near an hundred. 

My parents continued living on Staten- 
Island, till they had two cliildreh, Daniel, and 
Jane. They then removed to New-Jersey, 
and setded in Hopewell, Hunterdon county, 
where were bom Stephen, Susannah, myself, 
Nathaniel, David, and Sarah. At the age of 
six years, I well remember being seized with 
a ^11^ sickness in the spnng, from which 
I did- not recover till the fall ; during which 
time, as I have since understood, the linen 
was procured in which to lay me out, sup- 
posii^ I was actually dead, as I lay a great 
part of the time perfectly senseless. When 
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I recovered, I was sent to a common comitry 
school, and had a strict rdi^ous education. 
My mother being a pious Baptist, which she 
publicly professed in her youth, and my fathor 
being a steady Presbyterian, took care that 
I was made well acquainted with, the West- 
minster confession of &ith and catechism, 
which before my conversion, summoned my 
attention to preaching. If the sentiments I 
then heard disclosed, answered to the doc- 
trines in which I was taught, they met my 
approbation ; and if not, my displeasure was 
the consequence, 

»In early life I had some severe convic- 
tions of sins, conscious I must die and g© tb 
judgment; and that I must be renewed by 
gi'ace, or perish as a sinner. But these ccwv. 
victions were transient and of short d urati on* 
As I advanced in years, I progressed i^^^ 
ful vanity and sin. I became exceedingly 
anxious to excel my condmnions in work 
and amusements, and especially in their coun- 
try frolics and dances. I was frequently ad- 
monished by my Parents for working to 
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e;xcess, but much more frequently for my 
attachment to vanity. I cannot charge my- 
self with irreverence to my parents ; but 
Tw^hen my pious mother would expostulate 
with me, I seized the opportunity to vindicate 
myself. One morning when I came into her 
presence, -haying been out late the night be- 
fore, she fixed her eyes upon me, said not a 
word, and the pious parental tear stole down 
her cheek, which struck me with more con- 
viction than I ever remembered to have felt 
before, which I could not eradicate by any 
reply, and which caused these reflections to 
sink deep in my mind : " Do my present 
follies cause so much pain to the most pious 
and most tender of parents, what must be the 
consequence, when they recoil on my own 
soul ! Recoil they must, if not before, at least 
in the day of judgment ; ajid there I must 
sen^bis parent, whose tears now condole my 
case, smile an acquiescent consent in the 
dreadful sentence of eternal banishment from 
the righteous judge.'* These reflections 
; caused many resolutions, which were shame- 
ftiUy broken for a time ; yet a sense of my 

B 
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dangerous situation, would, now and tlien, 
fill my mind with melancholy sensations, and 
doth even norvOy while Writing it. 

When I was about fifteen years of age, my 
brother Stephen, who was then in his twen- 
tieth year, died. He was, before, and in the 
first part of his illness, deeply concerned for 
the salvation of his soul, of which, before his 
death, he professed a strong hope. When 
he expressed this hope, and what he said 
under his conviction, greatly engaged my 
resolution to seek an acquaintance, if possi- 
ble, with Christ. Probably, great part of this 
exercise flowed from natui'al affections, as 
time gradually wore it aw.^y. This has 
caused me to omit many impressions which 
which had some appearance of convictions, 
such as escapes from apparent danger of 
death, by various means incidental to y«Ml ; 
the deaths of others Sec. &c. Between two 
and three years after this, the dysenfery seiz- 
ed the family excepting my father and myself. 
They were brought exceeding low, and a 
bjTOther and two sisters fell victims to the 
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i^sorder ; one of whom was in her twentieth 
-year. It was the more alarming to me, as 
it brought to my mind a prediction, which 
had been early imposed on my father, and 
which I had often heard him mention with 
apparent cheerfulness. Which prediction 
was, diat he would have many children, 
(as in reality he had,) and that tliree of them 
should die in their twentieth year. As I w as 
next in point of years, this thought continu- 
ally haunted me, and made me sensible that 
I was not prepared for such an awful change.* 
.Whenever I could dispel those gloomy 
thoughts, I was more at ease, and more vile 
and vain than ever, which continued and even 
increa^sed until the christmas before I was 
luneteen years of age. 

That time, I had determined to spend a 
jorial evening with my frolicing companions. 
As, however, there was a sermon to be 
preached on that day, near to the place v/here > 

* My next younger brother, soon after this, died in the 
twentieth year of his age. 
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I lived, I concluded to attend both. After 
sermon, my mind turned on the inconsisten. 
cy of my conduct, in spending the day, where 
God was served, and the night, in the service 
of the devil. This led me to consider more 
closely than ever, that if a day was regarded 
as the birdi of Christ, a holy Saviour, through 

whom alone we could look for salvation,^ 

how improper it was to spend it in open re- 
bellion ! This brought me to a resolution, — 
that I would spend my time in a mare con- 
sistent manner, than I had done — and, bles- 
sed be God, before the year terminated, I was 
brought under serious impressions, which 
arose from a conversation with a person^ 
whom I supposed really pious and sincere. 
He advanced something, which my own soul 
told me was just; but vainly supposing I 
could shake his belief, I readily undertook 
to argue with him, which so confused hhn, 
that he requested me to stop ; with which I 
cheerfully complied, being fully satisfied with • 
the victory I had obtained* We parted, and 
in a few minutes it occurred to my mind, 
that I had acted improperly ; — that I had 
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been instigated by the devil, to oppose truth 
and glocy. I appeared to myself to be a 
worshipper of Satan ; and it seemed that aU 
the advantages I possessed, were employed 
to the dishonour of God ; and I thought it 
was a miracle of mercy and grace, that he 
did not make me an everlasting monument 
of his displeasure. It became my ardent 
wish, that if there was a possibility of pardon 
for niy sins and transgressions, I might not 
rest either night or day until I obtained it : 
which was in some measure the case, al- 
though my trials under conviction were of 
long continuance. I embraced every oppor- 
tunity in my power, in attending preaching, 
reading godly books, and praying either 
mentally or aloud. There was a total change 
in my company and conduct. Bat I soon 
found by experience, what I had early learn- 
ed from my Bible, that a change of heart 
was necessary ; and that the power of God's 
grace only could accomplish it; which, I 
was afraid, would never be granted. I was, 
however, determined to seek it to the latest 

hour of my existence, I cannot express th& 

b2 
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' anguish, with which my mind was frequently 
opptessed, with the idea of being eternally 
banished from God, in endless despair, to 
tverlasting destruction. I saw I deserved it, 
and at times concluded it was unavoidable. 
My prayei-s were selfish and sinful. I often 
thought that I offended God in asking for par- 
don^ when justice appeared so pointedly against 
it. In short, I appeared to myself the vilest of 
sinners, more worthless and odious than the 
meanest reptile, and the greatest hypocrite in 
the world. It appeared that what I felt was 
only natural reimorse, and not a genuine con- 
Tiction that God's wrath was the prelude of 
his lasting displeasure. Impressed with these 
feelings I concluded I w^as willing to be saved, 
and that if I w^aited the assistance of God, it 
was all I could do : for it was by his grace 
that I could be saved. This in some mea- 
sure afforded me a kind of deluded ease, un- 
til I heard a sermon from these words, in 
Solomon's Song, 3, xi, Go forth O ye daugh- 
ters of Zioriy and behold King Solomon^ fc?r. 
From which discourse I plainly saw the alien- 
ation of my heart, that the feult was owing 



to myself if I %vas not saved, and that God 
nvas WJUting to be gracious. Never before, 
had I seen so much of the evil of ray hard 
and obstinate heart. 

From that time, the nature of my convic- 
tion was altered, and my grief was greater. 
I knew that I must be changed, and that it 
was to be e&cted by God, and that he would 
affect it was my most fervent wish. But how 
he could be just and save me I knew not : 
that he could be just and condemn me, ap- 
peared plain. In this state, I renudned for 
some time. And it was some satisfaction to 
my mind, that God would secure his own 
glory, and the honour of his son. In thfe 
temper of mind, the way of salvation, through 
the life, death, and mediation, of the glori* 
ous Saviour, appeared plain. I contemplated 
on the amazing wisdom and goodness of 
God, and condescension of Clirist* My soul 
was enraptured, amazed, and confounded, 
that with all my ingratitude, I could stttt be 
saved. My mind was enlightened, and my 
guilt and fear of punishment was reiKU)ved« 
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Yet, notmthstanding the alteratiou I felt,' 
I am not sensible that I thought of its 
being a real conviction; 1 was afraid my 
convictions would not be lasting ; and I pray- 
ed for a continuance of them. I was con- 
strained at time^ to rejoice in God and his 
salvation ; and in this state continued some 
time, until a sermon frdm these words, with 
light and power fested on my mind : " Jesus ^ • 
thou Son of Davidj have mercy on me.^^ I 
trust they were so applied, that I could not 
put them from me. They opened the way 
of salvation, the suitableness, fulness, and 
willingness of God^ and I was enabled to 
appropriate them to myself, and rejoice in 
Christ This was the time, from which i. 
dated my conversion, and I think I walked 
in the light of God's countenance, and had 
many Uessed promises, which strengthened 
and confirmed my hope in, and humbled me 
before God. 

About this time, there were a number of 
young people of my acquaintance in the neigh- 
bourhood> who were under serious concern 



for their souls, and as I had, in my distress, 
warned them of their exposure to the wrath 
©f God, I could now point out to them, Christ, 
and the method of salvation through him.-— 
As my soul felt what I said, it seemed as if 
God made them sensible of it. We assem- 
bled, on evenings, to pray and converse ; 
and I now believe that this was a useful part 
^f rny life. I was inclined to become a preach- 
er, but thought it my duty to wait and pur- 
sue literary acquirements. Indeed, I had not 
then made an open profession, or joined tht 
church. For some reasons, I wished to join 
that of the Presbyterian ; and as a commun- 
ion season was approaching, I expected somt 
examination. I took the Westminster con* 
fession of faith, and the Bible, with a view 
honestly to profess them. The doctrines 
appeared thoroughly grounded, and per- 
fectly consonant with the Bible, until I came 
to the doctrine of baptism. The proofs- 
there adduced, fell far short of my expecta,- 
tions, and appeared foreign to the point. — 
I then took the Bible, especiary the New 
Testament, and searched i% for months to- 



22 MEMOIRS OF THE 

gether; and enquired for, and obtained all Ibc 
disputes, especially in favour of infant bap- 
tism, that I could hear of; I, however, could 
find nothing that seemed to me to amount to 
a divine warrant. . I went to a presbytery on 
purpose to converse with a Mr. Tennant, or 
rather to be instructed by him. A favorable 
opportunity presented, and ^om my attach- 
ment to the man, and a deference to his opi 
nion, and the confidence he appeared to have 
©f the justice of infant baptism, I was induc- 
ed to embrace his sentiments. But on my 
road home, it turned in my mind, that this 
was not the way I had obtained the hope of 
salvation, or consonant with my former reso* 
lutions, to make the word of God my only 
rule of faith and practice. Let Mr. Tennant 
be ever so good a man, his belief, is not a di- 
vine warrant for me to act upon. Before I 
got home, I was determined to try farther 
to see for myself. 

Soon after, Mr. Miller, a baptist minis- 
ter, inquiring of me m hy I did not profess 
Clirist openly, ^nd join some churgh, I told 
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him my difficulty. He replied, that God's 
word and spirit would direct me, and if I at- 
tended to them impartially, they would re- 
move my doubts ; «nd if they did not make 
T3ac a Baptist, he did not wish to do it. This 
conversation led me to enquire if I had done 
so. I was soon convinced I had not ; but 
had only searched for something to confirm 
me in the doctrine of infant baptism, which I 
had received from my education; I really 
thii>k, that if any person was ever induced to 
take the word of God in hand, with a fervent 
desire to be free from all prepossessions, to 
see the truth as it reaily was, and to let the 
Bible be their guide, I was^ A number of 
inconsistencies j^erplexed me in my infant 
baptism, and Providence gave me an opportu- 
nity to disclose some of them. I happened 
to spend an evening with Mr. Tennait, and 
some of my Presbyterian friends, when I was* 
drawn into the conversation, from the suppo- 
sition that I was the person who conversed 
with him at the presbytery. He asked mc, 
if I was yet satisfied, or wished to converse 
ferther on the subject. , I told him I did so> 
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provided it would be agreeable to bring in all 
my objections ; with which he cora plied. I 
then related to him the thoughts with which I 
left him, and those which occurred after, and 
mentioned, that after conversing with him, I 
had £01 opportunity of attending tlie baptism 
of a child, when the minister, in his prayer, 
uttered these words : *' Lord ble5$ so much 
of this element as is used in this ordinance, 
the washing away of original pollution," 
which struck me very forcibly ; he however 
condemned it. I also remarked to him, that 
the minister in speaking, called it a seal of the 
covenant of grace, which I told him appeared 
to be saying too much of any external ordi- 
nj^nce. That the blood of Christ was the 
seal, and that He also, in my view, was the 
covenant; and that God's word and spirit 
applying to our consciences was a seal. I 
wished, if I was wrong, that he would put 
me right, I also mentioned, that I had my 
doubts, whether baptism was a substitute for 
pircunicision, . both being in use at the same 
time ; ani even ought to be, as " the cutting 
off of the Messiah,^', and the shedding oi hi3^ 



REVEREND JOHN CANO. 25 

bloocl, was pointed at in that ordinance till 
it was accomplished ; that the same subjects 
relating to both were useless, if one was the 
substitute for the other. — Their subjects were 
different, and the end and design of the ordi- 
nances appeared to me to be different. I 
mentioned these, and other difficulties, with a 
sincere desire of being instructed ; but I had 
neither my doubts confirmed or removed. I 
was however much pleased with the goodness 
and candour of the man, who closed with this 
address : *' Dear young man, if the devil can- 
not destroy your soul, he will endeavour to 
destroy your comfort and usefulness; and 
therefore do not be always doubting m this 
matter. If yoti cannot think as I do, think 
for yourself." I then endeavoured to learn 
my duty from the new testament, as being a 
new testament ordinance, and found that it 
was from Heaven, had its authority from 
God, and became binding by a positive com- 
mand. The characters of those, who were 
to be baptized w^ere, disciples^ • penitent belie^ 
versy and such as had received the holy ghost, 
1 could not find by any of the apostles' prae- 



26 MEMOIRS OF THE 

tice, that any others were encouraged or per- 
tnitted, unites they intruded as Simon Magus 
did. And the apostles declared him to have 
no part or lot in that matter. The end and 
design was to fulfil righteousness — ^to answer 
a good conscience. All things considered, I 
could see no ground for infant baptism in the 
new testament. I next turned my attention 
tb the mode, which appeared so plain iii the 
example of Christ, in the places where he 
administered, and the reasons why he admin- 
istered in those places, insomuch, that I was 
soon established in the belief, that immersion 
was the only mode, which could be^thered 
from the new testament ; and with this mode 
my conscience pressed me to comply. I then 
addressed my father on the subject. I told 
him ** his constant religious care over me 
entitled him to all the gratitude I was capable 
of rendering, yet I must beg his indulgence* 
1 believed he was conscientious in having me 
baptized in my infancy, as he had supposed, 
and I had tried to suppose, it right But, on 
the whole, I was convinced it was my duty to 
be baptised by immersion ; and that it relied 
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on the proifession of my orvn feith, if the 
church would receive me. " He replied, "that 
what he did, he thought right, and in the dis- 
charge of his own conscience. If I was con- 
^icientious, (and he was thankful to God, that 
he had reason to believe I was, from his ob- 
• servance of my searching the scriptures and 
the time I had taken therein, and the books 
I had read, I had his full and free consent; 
and it was my duty to make profession, — 
That whenever I went to offer myself, he 
would go with me, and give the church his 
consent, and answer any inquiries respecting 
my life, if they chose to make any; and 
that he would go and see me baptized.''— 
This he did ; and there were a number bap- 
tized w^ith me, I believe from this time, 
my father changed his opinion on the sub- 
ject, although he never confessed it, until a 
ftw months before his death ; which happen* 
ed in the eighty -seventh year of his age. — 
Mr. Isaac Eaton preached his funeral sermon 
from these words : *' Few and evil have the 
days of the years of the life''^ of thy servant 
*' bceuy and have not attained unto the days of 
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the years of the life of my fathers^ in the datfa^ 
of theif pilgrimage. ' ' 

After I had joined the church, I was trea- 
ted more like an oM, than a young member. 
I was soon made a messenger to the associa- 
tion ; and to the Scotts Plain church, with 
Elder J. Stout, to obtain stated supplies to 
keep up communion seasons from Mr, Mil- 
ler, one of the most useful ministers in that 
da)% Hopewell church had no stated settled 
minister. Some time after, we w ere sent tp 
South-Hampton church, to obtain a worthy 
young minister that was newly come into the 
ministery ; Mr. Isaac Eaton. After obtain- 
ing consent from the church, by his request, 
we went to Montgomery to his father, who 
was an old minister there, whose approba- 
tion we also obtained. He was not only a 
great acquisition and a useful minister to 
Hopewell church, but to the churches all 
around. God's power attended the word, a 
considerable addition was made to the church, 
and numbers were added. I was also bles- 
sed with a judicious and useful minister and 
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friend, who vm able to instruct me in tKie 
classics, and who was dpirous to do it« I 
endeavoured to arrange matters, and devote 
myself to study. I began, in the hopes of 
surmounting many difficulties. An awful 
sense of the greatness of the work of the min* 
istery, and that I might be able to preach 
with success, if I made some advances in 
study, induced me to cultivate an acquaint^ 
ance with literature. I shuddered ^t the 
thou^t of becoming a preacher,, and finally 
relinquished it. 

1 commenced a piece of business, and en- 
gaged a man to assist me in it, which I did 
merely to protract my studies. The young 
man Ming sick the morning we designed ta 
begin, counteracted my resolution of delaying 
my studies* I however looked upon it as the 
liand of providence* My Father called on 
me, that morning, to attend family worship. 
The chapter I read, adminstered such con- 
viction to my soul, that I was induced to re- 
linquish the business I had undertaken. I 

went that cfey and began the study of the 

c2 
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Latin Grammar, and probably, for the first 
three months, made jts great proficiency as any 
person. But I was so terrified with the im* 
portance of the ministerial work, and con* 
ceiving that. neither providence, nature, or 
grace, had qualified me for that arduous of- 
fice, that I determined to relinquish the idea^ 
and return home, and settle myself in a sit- 
uation, when it would be impossible to pros- 
ecute my studies ; and of course the minis- 
tery. I meant, however, to live a steady and 
uniform christian life. I was much in pray- 
er, and enjoyed a nearness to God in his 
word. His promises were precious; the 
doctrines opened and comforted my souL 

I began to think of a companion for life, 
but was entirely at a loss for an object ; for 
although I had kept much company, yet 
firom my conversion till now, (nearly three 
years,) it was of a religious kind. I now 
joined in the purchase of a plantation, bjr 
which I was involved in debt, which I ex- 
pected to adjust by the proceeds of the farm» 
H?re my conscience dictated my duty to 
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implore the direction of God, and acknow* 
ledge him in all my ways. I determined to 
spend the night in prayers to God, and 
accordingly went to a solitary place; that 
whether my prayers were mental or vocal, 
they might be out of the reach of the human 
ear. While I was on my knees, imploring 
the direction of God, these words powerfully 
impressed my mind : " Go forth and preach 
the GospjeU^ I remained on my knees pon- 
dering over them for some time, and begged 
of God not to suffer me to be deluded, and 
that every spirit might be restrained but his 
own. These words followed in my mind 
with equal force r " /if « /, be not afiaid — be 
not faithless y but believing ;^^ which words, 
and otiiers similar to them, reiterated in my 
soul. I rose, confounded; my breast heaved 
with oppression. I pondered again, and^ 
at length, spoke out. I raised many ob- 
jections; — my present circumstances; — my 
weakness and my vDeness; — but all these ob- 
jections were so entirely answered in Chi ist^sc 
sufficiency, and fulness of his promises, that 
I did not dare to raise any more* I thought^ 
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for a moment, of y ielding, and wdked t6 tih« 
house I when a new difficulty seized xn^ 
mind :— «-that I must look to God for a deter- 
mination. I withdrew again a distance off, 
and fell down as before ; I think I may- say, 
with the deepest reverence, and anxiety of 
mind for direction ; and to be saved from ^- 
lusion, obstinacy, or presumption ; and that 
1 might not attribute those diings to God,. 
which arose from the works of the devil ; or 
those things to the devil,^ w4iich came from 
God. In this posture, these words seized 
upon my mind : ** Thou slpalt speak to many 
people. ^^ ** I will send thee for hence J^^ 
Say not I am a childj I will be with thee J*^ 
I will be with thy lips.^^ " And thou 
shalt speak to aU, to whom I send theeJ*^ ** i 
have made thee this day^ a brazen wall and 
an iron sinew. ^^ And many more passages 
of scripture followed in my mind, till I \sras 
obliged to cry out, '^ it is enough, I will 
doubt no more." With this resolution; I 
arose, went to the house, and at a late hour 
of night went to bed. But alas ! wretch that 
I was,^ and still am, I scarcely laid my head 
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on the pillow, before such an opposition 
again rose in my mind against the work, and 
even against God for calling me to it, that 
I even wished for death. But oh ! the dis- 
mal hours which seized my mind ; the temp- 
tations and awful suggestions on the the one 
hand, arid the promises and directions from 
God's word on the other, alternately, that I' 
tliink I may call it the most excruciating 
night, that my soul ever experienced. Al- 
though it is fifty years smce, the sensations I 
then felt are still fresh upon my memory ; and, 
even now, while writing, give me an uncom- 
mon feeling. It is with shame that I write, 
that neaiiy two years elapsed, before my 
pride, my obstinacy, and my unbelief, were 
so conquered, that I could fully yield to the 
clearest conviction. It deprived me of much 
sleep, and all the cravings of nature ; — and 
my body was emaciated. Yet, I frequently 
had seasons of great comfort, and repeated 
promises. I concluded at times, to die un- 
der these impressions, rather than yield,. 
Frequently, when I would endeavour to pray, 
these texts would bear on my mind : "i 



34 MEMOIRS OP THi; 

have told you and ye did not hear^ tvhere/bre 
will ye hear it again.^^ *' PFhy -will you be 
stricken any more^ ye will revolt more and 
more,^^ I could not conceal my ar.xiety of 
mind, although I endeavoured to do it, as 
much as possible, by retirement and silence ; 
but my most iiitimate religious friends would 
discover it. 

I became more industrious, and exercised 
myself a great deal. One day I went early 
into the field, to plough it free from stumps 
and stones. Soon after I started, this text 
weighed heavily on my mind : '* Warn the 
people J or their blood will I require at your 
haruU.'*^ The pangs which afflicted me so 
heavily, that, although it rained plentifully, I 
^as insensible of it. Paul's expressions took 
such hold of my thoughts, that I regarded 
not what I was about. ^^ If I do this wil^ 
lingly^ I have my reward^ but if not a dispen- 
sation of the gospel is committed unto m^.'' 
' ' Necessity is laid upon me, woe is me if J 
preach not the gospeU^ One objection more 
arose in my mind; — that providence was- 
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against it, and God's spirit and providence 
generally accorded. If the church should 
call me, and I could extricate myself from 
tny worldly concerns, I should devote my- 
self to the duty of the ministcry. 

About this time, Mr. Eaton came to see 
a.nd converse with me. He took an opportu- 
nity, privately, to inform me, that he had for 
a long time observed an appearance of my 
mind being much depressed. That he thought 
it his duty to enquire, and mine to divulge, 
what it was ; whether he or the church, had 
done any thing to make me dissatisfied. I 
told him, I had no reason to complain ; what 
was between God and my own soul, I did not 
wi^ to disclose to any person whatever, I 
was, however, constrained to give him some 
account, for which I was afterwards very 
sorry, although he gave me tender and faith- 
ful advice. The next church meeting, he 
called me aside, and told me he thought it his 
duty to mention me to the church; and if 
they thought proper to examine me, he would 
be satisfied. I begged him to desist for that 



36 MEMOIRS OF THE 

time. He replied it was his duty, and he 
should do it. I found great reluctance in this 
procedure. They examined me, gave mc 
a text, and appointed a time for me to preach 
before the church. They left it to me, that, 
if, after I had preached, I chose to devote my 
time to study, they would submit to it ; other- 
wise, they should continue my trials. Provi- 
dence opened the way, and, in a short time 
after, I went to studying, in which I continued 
some years, and sincerely felt as if I was in 
the performance of my duty. 

Although my studies were dry, yet I had 
intervals of much spiritual comfort. One 
or two instances I must mention. My appli- 
cation to study was close, and the change of 
life from an industrious and stirring, to a 
sedentary one, probably was the cause of a 
severe fit of sickness. I had a high fever and 
was in much pain of body ; but the pain df 
mind, for some time, so far exceeded it, and 
being exhausted by weakness, that I w^as 
tempted to think, if I was in my duty, I 
should not be impeded by Providence. The 



conflict was severe for some time ; ^ut through 
the grace of God, I had such establishing 
views of an interest in Christ, the well or- 
dered covenant of grace, and the doctrines 
and promises of the gospel, that I supposed 
my soul was fixed firm on that eternal rock. 

After my recovery, I prosecuted my stu- 
dies, and used more exerci*. The gende- 
tnan, under whom I studied, was a Presby- 
terian minister, from the State of Comiecti- 
cut* He had, at that time, a number of 
youth studying the classics. The class to 
which I belonged were studying the Greek 
Testament : reading that chapter in John 
where Christ told Peter, '* he that is wash^ 
ed needeth noty save to wash his feet^ but is 
clean evert/ whit :^^ aud although it was not 
my verse to read, the master stopped the 
scholar, and turned to me, and said-—'* as we 
think differently of baptism, do you not think 
that these words suggest strongly, that a litUe 
water is as well as a great deal. ^ ' I replied, that 
they were as much in favour of sprinkling, 
as any in the bible« This abrupt answer, 
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Gaiised him to order the class back to theii^' 
studies. ; but he detained me, to reason with 
me, I instantly made a confession, that I 
bad been inadvertent, and that for all his 
literal treatment to me he deserved a more 
submissive reply. He still persisted, and 
told me my arguments were weak. I replied, 
that I' was not on an equal footing \\ ilh him, 
I had; been an aggressor, I was his pupils and 
was ajfrjud he felt injured at my offence, and 
wished him to pass it over as a piece of in- 
advertency. He still insisted, and promised, 
tijat in the debate, he ^\x)uld ^llow me to be 
onr an equal footing with himself. As I could 
not avoid it, we were closely engaged till 
xugfat, in 2the morning, when I went to 
school, he handed me this thesis : ^' That 
which God has once commanded, and never 
forbidden, remains a duty, and cannot be siiw 
ful." I saw, that it alluded to ohildren^s 
being taken into the Jewish church widi their 
parents. I wished to avoid any iiirther debate* 
I asked till noon to fill up die thesis—and 
fffled it thus : " But God has commanded 
the seventh day as a Sabbdth, : and never for- 
jbiddbi itf and therefore it remains a duty 
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and cannot be sin.'* This he called me fo 
defend. This ended our former dispute. 

Princeton College, was at tjiat time kept 
in Newart, New- Jersey ; and governe#by 
President Burr, with whom I was a grcatt 
•favourite. I frequently attended their puWic 
examinations, and had encouragement from 
the President, that I might enter college if I 
chose, when found upon eKaminaticn to be 
fit for it. I found my advantages great, not 
being confined to any particular class, but 
was at liberty to make all the progress I was 
able to, in any branch of study. I intended, 
when I did enter, to enter the senior class ; 
but unfortunately I was taken sick, before I 
had made but very little progress in the clas- 
sics. My sickness was probably owing to 
■my too close application to studj^, and the 
want of exercise. The doctors and my 
friends, advised me to take a joiimc|f:, . and 
rdax my mind from study. 

Mr. Miller, of Scotch Plains, and Mn 
Thomas, of Montgomery, were appointed by 
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the. aiss(ociation to travel int6 Vkginia, pursu- 
ant to two appUcatirbns ;-^One fro«i Opocken> 
where one Loveall, an Arminian ^preacher, 
had baptised a • number of persons, and had 
e^l^lished a chuf ch. But he being licenti- 
ous in his life, wa$ turned out of the churcA, 
and went off. When they discl)vered thent- 
selves df^stitujte^ and without feUowsliip, they 
applied for advice anfd a^si^ance to the asso- 
ciation ; and premised that they would com- 
ply with any direction. Mr. Mfller, had for- 
merly vi^ted these jieople in some of hv^ 
joimiies ; and God had blessed his labours, 
by die conveision of severe sou}s« The 
other application wa3' from, a ycfUng church, 
constituted by Mr. Thoipas, which had no 
ministerial assistance ; and which wanted thl& 
ordinances administered. A Mr. -Suttoi*', 
from 01d-To\TO, and myself, accompanied 
the minister, as far as the PotomJic, where 
the^raads separated ; — one to Opockeh, thift 
other to ^le-ridge, orKgtockton. Here the 
ministers concluded to separate for the pre^ 
sent. Mr. Sutton, to go^- with' Mr. Miller, 
and myself to go with Mr^ Thomas. ' We 



AWre to spend the next Lord's-day in sepa* 
late towns, and the Wednesday fottowing to 
meet at Opocken. 

Mr. MiBi^, aj^^oitited W meeting in Afi; 
evening. We put up at a tavern, whei'e 
there was a noi^ profene company • It being 
. ift die ev^^ung when we arrived, I cjdledfor 
the landlord, and asked if we could have a 
rdoin apart from those people. He said we 
could ; I asked him* to shew us the room^ 
and then gave orders respectmg our horses. 
Through favour to us, he stopped into their 
room to still them, which- so oiFended them, 
that diey ia^antily burst into our room, and 
one of them* ^demanded, with some impreca- 
tions, if we were New-lights.- I told him we • 
were civil tmvellers, and neither wiidied to 
disturb them, nor be disturbed ourselves^ 
He held his fist over my head^ and pointed 
to one of 1^ comrades, and said, that^ ipan 
tmn beat any one in-the^ix)om. I replied, that 
ht kKktd much' more like a man, dkn 
ke acted; and Hhat I . dared to «ay, he and 
jifte- 9tst of thfe gentlemen wereaskamed ot 
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Ms 'comptfiQ^;»!td C9u4upt«^ ;! At. this instant 
,the landlord camQ,ii>.\ I i^nsi^i^t^ly d^ir- 
ed him to turn that fellow out of the room, 
that we might converse with the others. He 
did so. I then began, with the odii^rs.' I 
told them, that in thatf^mip^ y^/ had ^a stri- 
king instance of the depravity of human 
mature. — That it coald not be ppssibk^ as 
we came frdm the hands of God, desi^^ned 
for sociability and mutual good will, djat we 
possessed a propensity to ,malf e one unllappy • 
^hey all sat decently and heard me out, anil 
then got up, gave us their hands, a^d wi^^ed 
us a good journey. This brings, to my- mind 
^ instance which happened some tirnie before-. 

In going from school to visit my par^nt^ 
who lived about forty mik^ distant, nigl^ 
overtook me. I missed my road, ^ and was 
insensible of it; till stopping ^atthef dogr of^ 
tipling house to make some inquiiy,! th^fen^i? 
lord informed m^ of it.. . TJae- d/?Qr feoiBg^ 
open, I saw a number of mep playipg .c*r<i?b. 
One of theij obseryjing me, came infctandylfe 
tfeie door, and oiFered ^o pilot 9Pk$* . jQi^kki^ 



REVRRENJDt JOHN CANO. 43 

the motion, but much more the appearance 
of the ^tnan, I tcdd him there was no occasion 
for it ; I could find the way on being inform- 
ed. He -persisted, and said he would go 
with nae as far as one Culls,, who kept a pub- 
lic house on the road, that I ought to have 
gone by. .This Cull I knew to be a ma- 
gistrate. I rode off, and be soon overtook 
me. I conceived the man had some bad de- 
sign ; and I knew I had some thick woods to 
pass through* I told him if he would pilot 
n^e to the tavern, I would treat him. We 
^soon got into the right road ; and I knew we 
soon had to pass another house of evil &me., 
W{hen we arrived at it, he asked me to stop^ 
for he ^l^st., . I told him, no,. I knew the way. 
He said he would soon overtake me. I rode- 
some 4istance, stopt, and observed his mo- 
tions. He called out a man from the house, 
^4 whispered to him. The man went in, 
^ntd. i^Qn , returned with a large coat, which 
J^p^|<j^,.,. together. witli something which he 
pv»t Jjinder ^e coat.: Ithen^pushpdon, hepvcr- 
tpok, me, and began to converse. He as]^» 
^d, jfte, iijif^ not ^sometimes meet with di&w 
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day twelve miles distant ; and also another in 
that neighbourhood, at the same time, I 
diought it was a mistake^ and whispered to 
Mr* Thomas, he had made a mistake. He 
said, he had not. I saw through his design, 
and meant to stick by him. I told him, ihH 
not mean because 1 had got abroad^ to preach 
without licence* He acknowledged he had 
been precipitate ; but begged me to stay and 
meet the people, and pray and converse wid 
diem, if I did no more. I observed their 
anxiety to hear, and a considerable number 
gathering together, I began to pray and ex- 
hort. Their zeal to hear encouraged me to 
proceeds 

Among them "was an elderly man, whs 
professed to be a friend, or Qus^er ; who tar- 
lied till the others had gei^erally retired. -rf 
He told the man of the house, he wanted 
converse with the speaker. As soon a^ 
found an opportuatty, he thus began addrel 
«ing himself to me : "I came on purpose 
day to hear thee preach, and believe a gr 
deal that I heard.. I was brought up a frien 



and did not believe some of thy doctrines ; 
and I want to converse with thee on the suh- 
ject, if we can do it in love.*' I told him I 
was perfectly willing; and that if we did con- 
verse it should be in love; for if I felt other- 
-wise myselfj or if I saw him warm, I should 
quit. I desired him to mention what he had 
to say. He said, he understood me *Ho hold 
election, original sin,*' and if I rightly recol- 
lect, " regeneration by grace, and final per- 
severance in grace, &c." I told him, he had 
understood me right. I did hold them, and 
meant to hold them out to the people, as the 
doctrines of .tlie gospel of Jesus Christ; and 
I thougiit I could prove them to him, by rea- 
son, by scripture, and by his own ^xperi^ 
ence, if he "had the spirit, which I supposed 
he professed to have. He replied: " thoi^ 
hast said a great deal, and I wish thee to be-, 
gin Ay argument" I first tried to reason 
tiius: "^21^218 we .saw infants, irom theifc 
birth, were subjects of pain, anguish, and 
death, it was unreasonable to suipppse a be- 
fcig, infinitely good, would inflict this grea^ 
penalty oa beings perfectly innoce9t>. pure,, 
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and blameless; neither was there any 'way- to 
hope for the salvation of them after death, 
but through God's electing grace in Christ*" 
But I need not mention the arguments I 
used. He stopped me by saying; there was 
reason in what was said, but he wished icr 
proofs from scripture. I'produced a number 
of passages. He then observed, there were 
other [passages, which he thought were 
against me. I told him ; I supposed that all 
the contradiction was in us, and therefore he 
might either reconcile them, or I would at- 
tempt to do it, which I did. He then men* 
tioned my undertaking to do it by his <y\yn 
experience; which I did, and he assented. 
He mentioned dress, preaching* for money, 
outward ordinances, and concluded by ob- 
serving; that he had been prejudiced bycd- 
ucation, and that lie never had submitted 
himself before to a free inquirj^; which he 
meant should be the case, in future. •/ 

The next day, Mr. Thomas, had a m.eei- 
ing, on the way to the place, where we werB 
to meet Mr. Miller. After he had finish 
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preachings the people kept their seats as they 
did before. An old man among them thus 
addressed me: " We are as sheep without 
a shepherd, perishing for lack of vision ; and 
if you have a regard for our souls, do endea- 
your to say something to us." I spoke to 
them for some time. We then proceeded to 
meet Mr. Miller. He informed us in what 
state the people were. We examined them, 
ami found that they were not a regular church. 
We examined those that offered, and those 
who gave satisfaction, we received, and con- 
stituted a new church. Out of the whde 
that offered, there were only three received. 
Some openly declared, they knew, they could 
npt-give afi account of experiencing a work 
of grace, and therefore need not offer. Others, 
stood ready to offer, if a church was formed. 
The three before-mentioned were constituted, 
^d six more were baptized, and joined with 
them* After the meeting ended, a number 
of old members went aside, and sent for me. 
They expressed their deplorable state, and> 
asked me, if I would meet with them that 
evening, and try to instruct them. Th^ 
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were afraidthe ministers blamed diem* Th^ 
had been misled ; but it was not thdr feult, 
and diey hoped I would pity them. * I told 
them I would with dl my heart ; and end^- 
voored to remove theb suspicion of the min- 
]sters« They met, and I spoke to them from 
these words.' " They being ignorant ofGed^s 
rigkieausness^, and going about to estab&sh 
tkmr own righteousness^ haoe not submitted 
themseives unto the righteou^ess of God J^'^ I 
hope I was assisted to speak to them in »i 
impressive manner ; and they to hear, at least 
some of tliem, so as to live. They after- 
wards piDfessed, and became zealous mem« 
bers, and remained so, I believe, until their 
deaths. 

On my return to pursue my studies, I 
iStUised through Hopewell, where was Mn 
£aton« He informed me that a repwt |»re- 
vailed diat I was preaching in Virginiaf and 
lest it should injure my character, as going 
disorderly into the mii^ery, he advised me 
to^tay till after tiieX«ord!s day, that he migltf 
«all t churckmeodng for the puiposi^ of set* 
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ding tl>e matfer. A meeting \vas called, and 
I was arraigned as being guiky of disorder* 
I wishtd them to exhibit the chaise, and 
pn^ofs. They had XK>ne, but informed me 
that traveUcrs had passed through there and 
rejxirtecl it, and they wished I would give 
them a relation of the matter, I told them, 
k was the first time I knew the accused party 
called as the only evidence in the cause; 
however, I would give them as just and im- 
p^tial a relation as leould; wliich I did. 
They then asked me what I thought of my own 
conduct, whether I did not think I had 
been disorderly. I told them, I .considered 
this question mcH-e extraordinary than the 
Other*. I had not CMily given evidence, at 
their request; but was now called on to judge 
in a cause, where I M^as the accused party. 
Here, I ought, in justice to Mr. Eaton, to 
say, though he called the meeting, he was 
as little active as possible. One of the elders 
^ked me, if I. proposed to persevere. I 
i^jdied, it was not probable that the same 
occurrences would take place ; if they did,. 
Itliought I sliQuld not do wrong, ot even Be 
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disorderly in God's sigh^ . Instead of re- 
penting, my own conscience acquitted Hie. 
1 wished to return to my studies, and that it 
was now with them, to decide on mv conducl» 
Mr. Eaton proposed to the church, to ce31 
me to preach before them, before I returned 
And that my exercise at home might be as 
public as, and consonant with, that I obser* 
,ved abroad, I was chosen. A time was ap- 
pointed, and I preached. While I was sA 
school, I embraced all my leisure momefits 
to v/rite on some texts of scripture; and of 
what I then wrote, I now availed myself by 
using them. The church then ordered me 
to come and preach to them a month after ; 
which command I punctually obeyed. They 
\\\tn proposed my attendance \ht next month, 
to which I objected, because it was some 
distance, consumed time, and interrupted my 
studies. They proposed another examina- 
tion, to which they invited some neighbouring 
ministers, who met, examined, and made 
me a licenced preacher. I then intended to 
return and complete my education ; but was 
prevented by fre^i^ent interruptions^ 



•^ An ddfefly minister, eminent foif his pun- 
ty and usefulhessr, enjokied %i upon me, to 
atlend and assist him at his myLt cddimuhion 
season. This ittixiister beihg mueh engagect 
mthe sdiool, frequently exchanged with the 
Adghbottring ministers ; and was flie next 
tord'i day, to* exchange \^ith Mr, Richards,, 
ofRahway. On Saturday aft^noon, 1 met 
him on the road* He told me where he was 
gmng, and -ft«r what ; but said that meetings 
Aiehad altered his mind. He said, he had 
tmderstood I was regularly authorised, tq 
preach ; and that I must preach ti> his pea- 
pie. He told me he would keep Mr. itich- 
^std^ at home, and that I must promise that I 
would go to meeting ; and if his congrega- 
tion did not insist on my preaching, he would 
excuse me ; and not otherwise. My obliga- 
tions' to him were too great fot me to xe- 
fbse ; but I was exceeding averse to it» My 
Jftstructof was a preacher in this place j and 
the ablest ministers of the Presbyteri»i (H'der, 
tisually preached to large coiigre^tions. t 
did not wish to undertake ; but attempt it If 
must, and did. Some time after, attending 

£2 
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Mr. Csurman's cosimaiuony wbere Aere wat 
a large congregatioQ^ a great many applica- 
tions to preach were soon pressed upon me. 
A young Baptist at Morristown gave ,ine a 
call. This with many others so interrupted 
my studies, that I was compelled to g^ive ap 
a regular course of study, and turn my at- 
tention entirely to divinity. 

I soon after made Morristown § tempcnraiy 
home. The church, or rather the members 
of it, were but few, and much scattered 
through several Presbyterian congregations; 
viz. in Baskinridge, Mendham, Morrbtown, 
and Casaic. I was kept constantly employed 
in my attendance, on Lord's days, at those 
places, alternately i and once a week in 
preaching, where I put up, with Mr. Jones. 
We also held meetings at private houses, ia 
the respective towns beforementioned. I 
also often visited Black-river, where there waa 
a young and destitute church, which emjrfoy- 
ed so much of my time, that my studies were 
much interrupted. On Lord's days, lai^ 
aissen^blies of young people attended from the 
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Ri diftrent ndghbourfaoods aforesaid. Thejr 
4 were open and familiar in their conversation : 
HI yet there were no very promising appearances 
1 of reformation. 

ft In this state, I continued, till the next asso- 
i|i ciation ; when an application was made from 
Opocken, for assistance : some difficulty sub- 
sisting between the church and their minister^ 
g which they could not settle. The church 
b at Blue-ridge applied for a person to adminis- 
s ter the ordinances. As no ordained minister 
I could be found, that could go, I was urged to 
f accept the ordinat|6n, and midertake the 
• journey. I pleaded my youth and inexpcri- 
g ence ; but the messengers from those church- 
j. es expressed their wishes that I should be 
j sent. I objected in vain, and was prevailed 
i on to accept ordination, and to undertake the 
journey. I tarried there much longer than I 
, meant to have done, when I set out i having 
an intention of being married on my return 
home. When I arrived at Opockenj^ the 
Lord opened the way, and the difficulty ap- 
peared amicably ac^usted to mutual €atisiac- 



lira, and tibe wound headed. 1 thenfiietittt 
Kotocktoiii and preached ; and ap^inted i 
mee^g^, die next L<H*d's day, at Mr. Joim 
Cozzin's: the Lord's day fc^owing, I was 
appointed to administer the Loid's supper 
to them. 

On the Saturday preceding, Mr. Thoinai 
baptized the wife of one John Hail, who vm» 
a vain man, and brought up a Quaker.*-^ 
Hdl wa& so much disgusted, that he deter- 
mined to sell allh^ possessed, 2mA quit hef 
entirely. While settling his affiurs, tho 
thought fiftruck him^, vrhat should be done 
with his children* 'Be observed that has 
wile's economy in the house, was m good as 
before ; her tenderness and s^enticm to the 
family remained (he same. He UAd her, if 
she would promise not to go there to mceeting 
any more, he would try to live with her. 
She informed him that any thing sbe coulcl 
do in conscience, she would ; but could not 
make that promise. Mrs. Ha3 had takra 
into her family a yowig woman, who was 00 
the poiixt of being nuaried. fkA was indii- 
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ced to come to meeting, to get me to publish 
and marry them. I to!d him, I could pub- 
lish them and give a certificate, if he would 
come on the Saturday I w^ to be there ; and 
then I could determine, whether I could go 
to his house, to marry them. This brought 
him again ; and to induce me to go, he plead 
the destitute state of his neighbourhood with 
f egard to preaching ; and wished me to preach 
on Monday. I about this time understood 
something of what I have before related, but 
he informed me more folly afterwards. I 
told him, if he would go home and warn the 
people, and come the next day and conduct 
me to his house, I would go and marry t^ 
couple, and would endeavour to preadi. He 
came, and I atcordin^y went. I took this 
opportunity of conversing plainly with him 
uplon the necessity of thenew-^birth. He be- 
came strongly convicted, which, I trust, 
ended in his soul's conversion.* 

I then proceeded to comply with a pressing 
request from one Mr. Numan, which he left 

* I returned the next Sprin^^ and baptised turn. 
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tvith some acquaintance of his at Opocken. 
This determined me to visit the Jersey set* 
^ment in North«CaroUna ; said by takiog 
the road above the mountain, I should go 
nearMr.Numan's^ Onmytray; I preached 
and meant to have arrived there cm Saturday. 
I arrived at the first fork of Sienandoah. I 
desired to stay at a house on the bank, as 
I was a stranger, and did not know where to 
ford. The master of the house tdid me, I 
could not stay, as there had been a great 
freshet, which almost ruined him. I, how* 
ever, informed him of my ignorance of the 
placC) and the situation I was in ; and he 
finally consented to my stay, provided ne 
with a pHot, and put me in the rdute to Nit- 
man'a. This man sent and gathered the 
people together^ and I preached to them. I 
continned preaching, vnAi intermissxcms, for 
seveml days ; and the congregations continu* 
ed to increase. The people appeared to 
have a conviction, which, at least, produced 
a change in their lives. 
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^ 1 proceeded on my way to CaroKna. I 
fbtthd a femily from Jersey. The father of 
the femily was dead, and the widow and her 
sons urged me to preach ; as Acre had been 
no preachmg, near them, since they had lived 
ttere ; which was a number of years. I con- 
sented. The house, where I preached, way 
some miles from the widow's, on mv road to 
Carolina, as being more central, to die thin 
and scattering inhabitants. Among my hear- 
ers, there was a young married couple, nei- 
ther of whom had ever heard a sermon be- 

^ fore. I concluded to tarry here a little while, 
and converse freely with those presait, about 
their soul's eternal welfare. 

While conversing, I heard Ofic man say to 
another: " this man talks like the Jones*. '^ 
This led me to enquire, Who tiiese Jones* 
were ; and* where they lived. They appeared 
surprised at this. I told them, to speak freely ; 
I should take no manner of exceptions at 
their ^iswer. They then replied, that they 
were distracted; did nothing but pray, and 
talk about Jesus Christ ; and that th^ live4 



60 Ml&MOIRS OF TU£ 

Tsetween twenty and thirty miles distant, oh ^ 
my route. I determined to make it my next 
day's ride and see my own likeness* I arri- 
ved at the house a little before night, and found 
the old man lying before the fire, groaning 
with rheumatic pain. I asked him what was 
the matter. He told me, he could neither 
^valk, or set up. Itold him,J|if he was a chria- 
tian, he must be sensible it would work for 
his everlasting good ; as all things did. He 
said, he believed it I aisked him, if I could 
be accomodated with a lodging. He an- 
swered me in the affirmative. I soon begm 
Uie conversation upon religion, convictidn, 
jand conversion, and the alteration they made 
in our tempers and dispositions. He asked 
me, if I ever knew any that were so. I men- 
tioned several revivals of religion, and expe- 
riences tliat I had heard related. He in- 
formed me, he did not know of ary, and ^• 
gan to relate his own story. " Some months 
past,'' said he, *^ I observed that my aon, 
(who was about twenty. two years of age,) 
appeared very melancholy and reserved. 
One day, myself and wife had been quar- 
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reling, I observed my son to sigh loud, and 
go out of doors, I immediately supposed, 
tliat our disagreement made my son so de- 
jected. I inquired of him the reason. He 
said, it struck him to the heart. I was much 
distressed in the reflection, that we could 
not live in a manner, that would make our 
children happy. One day, I heard some one 
crying out of doors, and ran, fearful that 
somebody was hurt ; but when I got to 
where the noise came from, I discovered my 
son, on his knees, crying to God for mercy, 
acknowledging himself a sinner, and beg- 
.gmg of God for forgiveness, if it w^ere pos- 
sible. He thanked God, that Christ was 
sent to save sinners, and for their salvation 
through him. I was astonished, and re- 
mained silent, till my son peiceiving me, 
came and clasped me round the neck, and 
said ; he thought, just before, he was going, 
to hell, under the wrath of God ; but that he 
then saw the Saviour, and that he might he 
saved. This conversation wrought upon my 
feelings so much, that I attempted to pray ; 
but I soon discovered that my prayers v\ ere 
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^nful. I, however, soon had mf eyed open to 
see my own wickedness, and the depravity of 
my heart. Things went on so, for some 
time, till, I hope, the Lord made all my 
&mily sensible of their perilous situation; 
and I trust now, they have all found Christ, 
to be their only hope of salvation." 

It being now, late in tiie evening, the two 
eldest sons (who had been a husking) return- 
ed.. I was silent, that I might hear them 
<:onverse; and soon found why they were 
deemed distracted, by the gay and thought- 
Jess. They began to tell how thoughtless 
the people were; — that they began singing 
of songs, upon which, they themselves went 
to singing of hymns. Their father stopped 
them, and remarked, that they had taken no 
notice of me. He then informed them, that 
I knew all about those tilings, and had seen 
a great many, who had been brought. to the 
knowledge of the truth. This gave me an 
opportunity of conversing with the young 
men ; which gave me much pleasure. I 
inquired, how they knew when they were 



REVEHJSND JOHN GAKO. 6.3 

right; to wlilch they answered^ they took 
their Bible for their guide, I commended this, 
as being the sure way. It being then late, 
the old gentleman asked me to pray ; which 
I did, and I hope to their edification. 1 
started, early in the morning, on my journey, 
although I was much importuned to tarry, 
tUl they could collect the scattering inhabi- 
tants, that I might preach to them. There 
was a young man with me, who was anxious 
to go ; which prevented my complying with 
their urgent request. 

We arrived at a house just at dusk, the 
master of which, gave, us liberty to tarry. 
After we had conveyed our things into the 
house, he asked me if I was a trader ; which 
I answered in the affirmative. He asked me 
if I found it to answer ; to which I answered, 
not so well as I could wish. He replied : 
'^ probably the goods did not suit.'^ I tofd 
him, no one had complained of that. He 
said, I held them too high. I answered, any 
one might have them below their own price. 
He said he would trade on tliese terms 5 which 
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I said, I would cheerfully comply with. 1 
then asked him, if gold tried in the fire, jea, 
that which was better than the finest gold, 
wine and milk, durable riches and righte- 
Ousncs, " without money and without price," 
w^ould not suit him. O! said he, I belie\T 
you are a minister. I told h'm, I was, and 
had a right to proclaim free grace wherever 
I went. This laid a foundation for the even- 
ing's conversation ; and I must acknowledge 
his kindness, though he was not very desh'cus 
of trading y after he disco^'ered, w ho I \vas. 

We proceeded to^vards Carolina, ttll we 
came to a place, where I found a family of 
kind Presbyterians, of whom I had soinc 
knowledge ; and wliere there v/ere a number 

of that denomination, but were destitute of a 

• 

preaclier. I stopped here, and i)reached; 
and then set for^rard for Tising Creek, about 
foilv miles distant. Here was a branch of a 
Baptist church, of the free-will principles. 
Wy companion, who lived here, had often 
mentioned them in our journey, and wished 
me io i^op; He set forward before me, that 
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he might appoint a meeting against f arrived. 
When I arrived, I went to Mr. Shearman's, 
v^here there was a meeting. A great num* 
ber of people attended, and seemed to be 
much engaged ; and, I trust, the convictions 
of some, ended in hopeful conversion. 

I arrived at Tar-river, and began tp preach; 
and, to all appearances, there were manjr 
awakened to a sense of their situation; and 
there appeared a general concern for their 
souls' eternal welfare. I preaclied every day^ 
for a week ; and frequently conversed till late 
at night, with souls under concern. From 
bere, I went on to the Yadkin, where I spent 
same time, and preached often, with some 
s^pearance of success. 

iFrom here, I went to Charleston, (South- 

Carolma.) I, however, stopped at Rocky *► 

river, where there was a large settlement, 

chiefly Presbyterians. I saw such hopeful 

appearances, of a blessing attending the word, 

that I was induced to starry a number of days^ 

and preach. I had high waters to pass in 

p2 
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my journejr, and the people tiiade me pro^ 
mise, if I found any difficmlty, that I would 
return and preach ; which was the case. 
The Lord, ho\\ ever, opened tlie way ftw me 
to proceed, in a few days, and I reached 
Ashby. river, on Saturday afternoon. Mr. 
Stephens, lived here, and when I arrived, he 
tod his wife, with some Charleston ladies, 
had walked to the meeting-house. When 
they returned, they found me there. My 
coat, which had grown thread-bare almost, by 
my long journey, made me look rather out- 
landish ; and I saw it created a great deal of 
suspicion in Mr. Stephens, who closely ex- 
amined me, but finally treated me very bro- 
therly, and made me very welcome. The 
next day he insisted on my preaching for 
him. His congregation, of white people, 
was small ; but the blacks were very nume- 
rous. To this latter class, lie had paid much 
attention, and was very useful to them. After 
service was over, lie told me, 1 made a very 
good negro preacher. When I came out of 
the house, the negroes stood in two rows, 
and as I passed, they proiiOunced many bks- 
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sings on me, for taking so much care of their 
souls. This humbled me before God, and I 
thm thought^ I would, for the future, take 
more pains with souls, and especially with 
negroes ; and I now wish I had more stricdy 
adhered to my determination. 

The next day, accompanied by Mr. Ste- 
phensy arid the ladies from town, one of whom 
was the wife of Doctor Brisband, I went U> 
Charleston. Mrs. Brisband took me to her 
house, and she and the Doctor insisted, that 
while I then staid in town, and at all future 
times, I should stay with them. 

Mr. Hart, spread word among the people, 
^hat I was to preach. I went, with my tattered- 
garb on ; and when I rose to speak, the sight 
of so numerous and brilli&nt an audience, 
(among whom were twelve ministers, and one 
of whom was Mr. Whitefield,) for a moment, 
brought the fear of man on me ; but, blessed 
be the Lord, I was soon relieved from this em- 
barrassment : the thought passed my mind, I 
had none; to fear^ and obey, but the Lord. 



\ 
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I visited the Orphans'-house^ the regula* 
tions of whichi together\ with the reli^ous 
affiibility of the familyy and their attention to 
the orphans, gave me the greatest satis&ction. 
I jireached in the hall ; the orphans were 
seated in rows before me, the smallest, on the 
foremost seats. The usher directed me to 
put out the line, and they would sing. I 
did so, and they all rose up ; one of the Ihde 
cnes began the tune, and the rest of them 
joining, seemed a literal accomplishment <^ 
Christ's words : " Out of the mouths of babes^ 
he shatt perfect praise, " In.my return back, 
I had to pass a little island,, where, I. under- 
stood, there had never been but two sermons 
pleached* I stopped here, and the people soon 
ecdlecting together, T preached to them from 
Aese words : ^^ Behold the third time I am 
reedy to come to you^ and wiU not be burthen- 
some to you.^^ 

I preached at Charleston, and Ashby-river, 
several times* At the latter place, I preached, 
one evening, at tiie house of a Mr« Bulling ; 
^here there was a large congregation of 



Heroes. Their attention, encouraged me ta 
ask them many questions, concerning th^ir 
souls ; and their answers, fully convinced me 
they had been touched by the spirit of the 
Lord. I then proceeded on my way home-* 
^^ai'ds, by the way of Black-river ; and 
preached at Mr. Scrivcn's. In my way t6 
Mars-blufF, on the Pedee, I lodged at the 
^ ferry -man's house. He observed, that he 
believed I was a minister, and wished mc 
to tell him, of the best and shortest way to 
lieaven. I told him that Christ was the best 
way ; and that he must become experim,en* 
tally acquainted with him, and believe in him, 
which was the hope of glor}\ — That after he 
had obtained this, the shortest way, that I 
knew, would be to place himself in the front 
of some army, in an engagement. 

I preached, en Lord's d y, at Mars-blufF; 
where the people attended fiom a considera- 
ble distance. From here, I set ofFagiiin, on 
mv lournev. I was told there was a route to 
Tar-rivcr, which would shorten the distance, 
near fifty miles ^ and a person offered to ac- 



70 itEHOIRa OF THJB 

company me ten miles, provided 1 wouW 
stop at a place, on the banks of Cape-Fear. 
told him, I could not stop, for I had made 
an appointment at Fish-creek, and it was ne- 
cessary for me to proceed, in order to fulfil 
it. When I arrived at the last place, I meant 
to have started early in the morning, to avoid 
the importunities of the people. I was obli- 
ged, however, to tarry some time ; for, in the 
morning, I could not find my horse, and ^\^s 
fully convinced, he was put out of the way 
«n purpose. After hunting for him several 
days, in vain, I was obliged to get another. 
I, however, tarried here some time and 
preached, and I trust to the eternal welfare 
of many souls. I have often thought, what 
a blessing, was in my disappointment, and 
how anxious I then was, to avoid that op- 
portunity, of beii^ instrumental in the con- 
version of the people. I thought it a heaven 
upon earth ; and the remembrance of it^ even 
at this day, produces a strong wish to see 
one more such time, before I die. The 
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people presented me a horse, which they 
purduised of Mr. Fuller, their former min- -j 

"ister. 

Another circumstance of a singular nature, 
which took place here, I cannot pass over in 
silence. A man in the neighbourhood of 
this place, who had formerly been a preacher^ 
but latterly had openly professed Deism, came 
to hear the last sermon that I preached. I 
think I spoke from these, words : " Acquaint 
flow, thyself rotth him, and be at peace; and 
thereby good shall come unto you.'*^ Ashe 
liad been pointed out to me, I watched 
him closely, and could not but observe the 
x^oi^mpt he discovered at the beginning 
of service ; but before it ended, the tears 
rolled down his cheeks, and when I had fin- 
ished, he came to me, and urged me to stay 
an d preach again. I replied, I had staid so 
tang, that all those, who had any regard for 
God, and his word, had improved the oppor- 
tunities of coming to hear me, and those that 
cared not for their own souls had rejected these 
1 opportunities. After standing a mommt« he 
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asked me, where I expected to make the next 
stop. I told him, about seventy miles off, at 
Fish-creek, in North Carolina. He offered to 
bear me company. I told him, I had company. 
At this reply, I observed his countenance to 
change ; and I felt hurt, at the answer I had 
given him : I turned to h^m, and told him, that 
if he wished to converse with me about his 
soul, I should be glad of his company. He said, 
that \vas his wish. The next day we started, 
and on the road, he convinced me of that, 
which, before, I did not, and probably, now, 
should not believe, — that there might be an 
Atheist in principle. That there were many 
in practice^ was very evident. He told me, 
that doubts arose in his mind respectiii,g the 
divinity of Christ, the Bible, heaven, and a 
hell, till those doubts became very strong; 
when he connected himself with a set of 
Deists. He afterwards joined the Atheists,, 
who furnished him with books and argumqils 
which established him in his infidelity, in 
which he had remained till yesterday ; b 
under that sermon, he had su h inipression 
that nothing, but tlie operation of the divi 



9 

REVEREND JOHN GAN'O. 73 

spirit could have made. He said, he did not' 
then dcxMbt the existence of a God, but be- 
lieved hi s word. He said, his wish was to 
hear thosi " arguments answered, which the 
Atheists ai Ivanced, that he might be enabled to 
resist fiitur e attacks. I must confess, some 
of his argui nents, gave me a little trouble to 
answer, eitht ^ to his or my own satisfaction. 

Tliat evening, we reached Tar- river, %vhere 
I was liappy to fii^d, that the impressions 
which where on th ^ minds of many, when I 
was th^e before, stx '^ continued. 

Report had gone fa *^5 ^^^ some of the 
principal men in the com ^ty» had agreed, that 
if I came within their reac ^^ ^'^^7 would ap- 
prehend me as a spy ; for, by ' ^y name, I was 
a Frenchman. This was diu "^"S *^ French 
war. Some of these people, liw ^d on the road 
that we mu^t travel. My friend ^ persuaded 
me not to go; but I told them, \ God had so 
for conducted me on my journey, at '^ ^ should 
endeavour to accomplish it. I told them, if 
any of them were afraid of the conseq^ '^^^^^s, 

G s 
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as it respected themselves, I would ^:xcusc 
fhem from bearing me company. I'ATe had 
to go forty miles, the county town w as about 
halfway. When we got near t* he place, 
some advised me to go through, fissecredy 
as possible ; I told them, I meant to refresh 
myself in the place. We stopper' ^ at the most 
public house, and got refreshm' ent. I asked 
the landlord, if he thought tb' e people would 
come out to hear a sermon on a week dav. 
He told me, he thought the y would ; but ob- 
served, that the next Monr' iay , there was to be 
a general muster for thf'.t county. I knew, 
the colonel of the Regi' ^ent was one of those, 
that tlireatened me. i told the landlord, I 
should esteem it as a favour, if he would be 
at the trouble to ' ^peak to the colonel, and 
inform him of nr y ^ame, and that I was the 
man that was / ^t Tar-river the last fall, and 
tell him, that ' I would be there on Monday at 
ten o'clock j^ gj^^ jf ^e thought proper, would 
preach a s)r ^q^ sermon, before military dut)^ 
comment ed; as I understood that was not 
till twejr ve. The landlord promised to do 
It. 1 pre^hed the next day to flie people at 
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.the meeting-house ; and, both day and night, 
during the time I staid, at private houses. 
On Monday, I had twenty miles to ride to 
the muster ; and by ten o'clock, there was a 
nvimerous croud of men and women : — tliey 
had erected a stage in the woods for me, and 
I preached from PauPs christian armour. 
They all paid the most profound attention, 
except one naaji, who behaved amiss. I 
spoke and told him, I was ashamed to sep 
a soldier so awkward in duty, and wondered 
his ofiicer could bear with him. The Coloy- 
nel, (as I afterwards understood,) brougl^t 
him to order. After service, I desired a 
per$Qii to inform the commander that I want- 
ed to speak with him. He immediately 
came, and I told him, that although I pro- 
fessed loyalty to King George, and did not 
wish to infringe upon the laudable design pf 
tlie day, — yttj I thought the King of kings, 
ought to be served first ; and I presumed, 
what I had said, did not tend to make them 
worse soldiers; but better christians, He 
complaisantly, thanked me, and said, if I 
could wait, he would make the exercise uj^ 
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short as possible, and give an opportunity fo^ 
another sermon, for which he should be 
much obliged to me, I told him, I had 
an appointment, some miles off to preach the 
next day. Thus ended my chastisement, 
and the fears of my fi'iends. 

We went that night, to Tar-river, and, 
the next day, twenty miles farther, where 
I made an appointment to preach. From 
hence, I returned by the way of Kotockton, 
t)r Blue-ride, where the inhabitants are scat- 
tered. On my road, I observed a thunder- 
-storm arising, and rode speedily for the first 
house. When I arrived, tlie man came rvm- 
ning into the bouse, and seeing me, appear- 
ed much alarmed : there being at that time, 
great demands for men and horses for Brad- 
dock's army. He said to me : '' Sir, are 
ymt a press-master,^^ I told him, I was. 
** But," said he, ** you do not take married 
men." I told him, surely I did ; and that the 
master, I wished him to serve, was good, his 
character unimpeachable, the wages great, 
and that it would be for the benefit of his 
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wife and children, if he enlisted. Re made 
many excuses, but I endeavoured to Answer 
them, and begged him to turn out a volun- 
teer in the service of Christ. This calmed 
his fears ; and I left him, and proceeded on 
m^y journey to Kotoikton, vvhere I spent, 
some time, and baptised Mr. Hail. ' 

* * ' 

I now set off for New- Jersey, and preachdl. 
on my way, and soon arrived at Morristowiu 
I had a number of youth among my congre- 
gation, in this place ; and I used, frequently, 
to address them, both in public and private, 
on the vanity of their frolics ; but could not 
make any impression on them. In the ap- 
plication of one of my sermons, in addres- 
sing the youth, I told them, they had treated 
me with politeness in many respects, but* 
they had never given me an invitation to any 
of their meetings; and, as I was a single per- 
ison, I thought myself entitled to the compli.^ 
ment. This was soon spread abroad, some 
"blamed, and some commended what I had 
said. An old Presbyterian deacon, ^whp 

lived near me, and had a number of youi^ 

g2. 
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persons in his family,} came to me, and en- 
couraged me to visit their meethigs, saying, 
he would bear me company. Some time 
after,, hearing they had a frolic some ways off, 
I called on the deacon, and we set off to visit 
the young people ; but they hearing of our 
coming, had dispersed before we arrived. 
•Soon After^ this, they had another meeting, 
and sent tne a polite invitation to attend. 

* The first step, after receiving their invitation, 

* was to go to the house where they wcire to 
meet, and to desire leave of the master and 

'mistress of it, to act with freedom there 
that evening,, (provided I acted in character,) 
without their interference. This request, the 
old people readily complied with. I then 
went to Esquire Cobel,^ and desired him to 
accompany me, which he did. A young 
mail desired us to walk into the house,, which 
we did I and after waiting some time, ex- 
pecting the company, I inquired and found 
they had given us the slip, and had gone 
about three miles off,, where they had fre- 
quently met before. Here they began their 
frolic, hut the landlord told them, that they 
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had appointed that evening to meet at Mr. 
Wade's, and had given Mr. Gano an invita- 
tion, to meet with them. He said, they had 
behaved m an impolite manner, and that he 
should therefore absolutely refuse their enjoy- 
ing themselves there diat night. — ^This so 
exasperated them, that, being determined to 
have their frolic out, they proceeded about 
three miles fiuther, where they met with the 
same reception. This exasperated them still 
more, and they returned to Mr. Wades, de- 
termined to finish their frolic. But in this 
they were also disappointed, for Mr. Wade 
told them, that in consequence of their treat- 
ment to Mr. Gano, the Squire had forbid his 
suffering the like there again, under the pen- 
alty of the law. This ended the frolic, and, 
during the time I lived there, I never heard 
of another. 

I went to Connecticut-farms, to John 
Stites's, Esq. who was the Mayor of the 
Burrough of Elizabeth- Town ; and having 
formed a matrimonial engagement with his 
daughter Sarah,, previous tfr jgj^ journey, we 
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were married ; and, by the assistance of my 
father-in-law, I purchased a small &rm, near 
Morristown, and in the neighbourhood of 
the then infant Baptist church, where I had 
formerly preached. We soon took posses- 
sion of our farm. My labour, as a preacher, 
increased ; for besides my stated services m 
the church, there was a destitute churchi 
at Black-river, in the State of New-Jersey, 
which depended on me to administer the 
ordinances ; and although the church was 
smdl, the members were scattered in differ- 
ent townships;— ^some in Baskinridgc, Mor- 
ristown, Mendham, &c. &c. who applied for 
lectures in each place ;*and the appearances of 
success were such, as induced me to repeat 
my visits as often as possible, and almost be- 
yond what my hedth would admit of At 
one of these places, there was a happy in- 
stance of a promising youth, (by name He- 
zekiah Smith,) who professed to be converted, 
and joined the church, who appeared to have 
an inclinatipn for education, to which his 
parents object^ His eldest brother, joined 
m^ in solidtlfflrais father, who finally -con- 
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sented to his receiving an education. ' He 
went through a collegiate education at Prince- 
Town College, and came out a zealous prea- 
cher, and to ^appearances, a useful on^. The 
church at Morristown gradually grew, and 
the congregation gradually increased'. 

« 

^ Repeated solicitations came from South- 
Carolina, for a minister to travel among them, 
and, as I had been there beifore, and had some 
acquaintance, I was induced to engage in a se- 
cond journey. I therefore set out, and, when 
I arrived at the Yadkin, in North- Carolina, I 
was strongly solicited to move among them. 
They sent two messengers to my church, to 
give me up. I requested them to let the 
matter rest, till my return from South-Caro- 
lina, to which they consented. Upon my 
/arrival in South-Carolina, I was happy in the 
appearances of religion in many places. After 
Staying about eight months, I set off for home, 
and was much rejoiced, upon rtiy return, 
that God had blessed us with a son, during 
my absence, whom we called John. The next 
Lord's- day after my arrival, |-^ed a church- 
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naeeting, to give the church ^t Yadkin, a^ 

opportunity to present their message ; which 

they did, and used all their influence with the 

church to no apparent success. I then dis- 

missed the messengers, an4 told them, I would 

not leave the church without their consent ; but 

if, at any time, they should consent, I vrould 

write to them. The members of the churcl^i 

having conversed upon the matter, at our 

next church^ meeting, addressed me in llie 

following manner : ^' We gave the ipessen- 

gers no majiner of encouragement, supposing 

that would prevent your coolly deliberating, 

upon their necessity and ours. But we deem 

you the best judge, and are willing tp leave 

the matter with God, ^nd your own consd; 

ence. If you think It your duty to leave us, 

we cannot insist upon your stay/' IVfy 

reply was, that as they had left the matter 

to me, it appeared to be my duty to go to 

,> that people, who were entirely degtitute, and 

that It was not for want of attachment to them« 

They accordingly agreed to dismiss me, I 

made preparations for removal, disposed of 
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jfhy pfopierty, dnd wrbtb to tlie cHurch in 
l<tortii-Caroiina. 

I at length took leave of the church and 
tny friends, and started on a long, expensive, 
iind tedious journey ; and, through the good- 
fiess of God, arrived there in aboiit five 

eeks, after travelling about eight hundred 
iniles. We met with a favourable reception 
from the people, ikid Colonel G. Smithy 
received us in his house, where we continu- 
ed. Until I built a house. 

The people met, and determined on build- 
ing a meeting-house, which was completed 
in a few months. As there was no other 
place of worship near, and there was a great 
collection of inhabitants of diflferent denomi- 
nations, they all attended, and it became ge- 
nerally united. In order that all might be 
eoncemed, upon necessary occasions, we 
appointed a board of trustees, some of each 
denomination. They continued to be uni- 
ted, while I remained there^ which was about 
two years and a half. Before I left the placc^ 
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a Baptist church was constituted, and many 
additions made to it During my residence 
in this place, we were blest with another son, 
who was born November 11th, 1758, and 
whom \ve called Daniel. A circumstance 
occurred at Pedee, an hundred and ten nniles 
off, which I will mention, as it in some mea- 
sure respects myself. The minister of thcAJ 
church was displaced for the crime of intoxi- 
cation. After a little time, he gave up drink- 
ing, and justified the church in their proce- 
dure, and was restored to his standing in the 
church. He requested me to supply them 
four times a year, which I did, and felt happy 
that my labours were, or apppeared to be, 
l)lcst among them. At one of these quar- 
terly visits, a gentleman who lived sixteen 
miles off, and who prof?ssed to be a Deist, 
attended, and I happened to take a text appli- 
cable, viz. ^^ Acquaint now thtf self with him^ 
and he at peace ^ thereby good shall come unto 
ihec. ' ' He appeared extremely affected, and 
after sermon solicited me to go home with 
him, and preach, which I did. I appointed 
the next day to preach again , and had a large 
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audience. I saw tliis man, some time after, 
and he told me of his prospects of happiness 
and of futurity. 1 also received an invita- 
tion to preach to a church of old standing, 
which was established upon the free-will 
principle. They professed that they were 
much enlightened under my ministry, and 
*to have their principles greatly renewed. 
There appeared to be a general stir of reli- 
gion among them ; and although it is now 
forty years since, I saw a man and his wife 
about four years ago, who professed to hav« 
been awakened at that time. 

The reason of my leaving this place, was, 
the war with the Cherokee Indians. I had a 
Captain's commission from the Governor ; 
but there being bo immediate call for my 
services, and my family being much exposed, 
I concluded it was expedient to move back 
to New- Jersey, I therefore resigned my com- 
mission, and left this place, and under the pro- 
tection of a kind providence, arrived safely 
at my father-in-law's, at Elizabeth- Town, 

H 
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with my wife and two children, after being 
absent two years* 

During Uiy residence in North-Caroliita, 
Mr. Jenkins Jones, pastor of the Baptist 
church in Philadelphia, died ; and the church 
being destitute of a pastor, had sent a call to 
England, for one. It was represented, that • 
they had been so particular in the requisite 
qualifications for a minister, that it had given 
c^ence to the preachers ; so that they were 
entirely destitute. They made applicati<xi 
to me, to visit them; and also to Mr. Miller, 
of Scotch Plains, who had been a successfiil 
minister in New- York, and had baptised 
sundry persons there^ I visited New- York 
and Philadelphia, alternately. I at length 
came to the conclusion, that I would supply 
both places, two Sabbath's at each place. 
The church at Philadelphia, -invited me, to 
bring my family, and tarry with them, tiU 
they received an answer from England. I 
answered them, that I would not come on 
such terms ; but if they would affix a certain 
time for my stay, I would accept of their in- 
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vitation* To this proposal they acceded^ 
and I went to Philadelphia. While there, 
Mrs. Gano had a daughter, bom December 
23d, 1760, whom we called Peggy. During 
my stay there, which was through the winter, 
the church apj^eared in a flourishing state, and 
several additions were made to it. 

In the spring, the church at New- York, 
knowing my term of engagement was nearly 
up, sent a call to me, to remove there. I 
answered, that I would go for one year, but 
that I would lake three months of that time 
to visit North-Carolma; to which they agreed. 
I accordingly removed. They had finished , 
a meeting-house, and had began a parsonages- 
house ; and they seemed disposed to do any 
Ain^, to render me happy. Their church, 
which at first consisted of only twenty-six 
members, wei;e speedily increased ; and a 
hopeful work began. At every church- meet- 
ing fhere was a number who oficrcd them- 
selves. My usual services, oji Lord's days, 
were, preaching three times ; and I gave a 
lecture weekly* The church being too small 
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to accommddate the people who attended, 
an addition was made to it. The church, at 
this time, had increased to two hundred in 
iiumber* 

About the time I left Philadelphia, Pro- 
vidence blessed that church, by sending a 
young and respectable preacher, Samuel Still- 
man, from South-Carolina, among thetn. 
He possessed popular talents as a speaker. 
He continued with the to, till the arrival of 
Morgan Edwards, the minister from Eng- 
land. Mr* Stillman went to Boston, wh^re 
fee now continues, pastor of the first Baptist 
cliurch in that place.. I remained in the 
city of New- York, (where we had another son 
December 25th, i762, whom we named 
Stephen,) until the introduction of the British 
war. During my residence in this place, the 
church were in love and harmony, except a 
few difSculties that tock place, by the arrival 
of two or three preachers fiom England. 
One of them was John Murra)^ who advan- 
ced the doctrine of universal salvation, and 
who, for a liitle time, drew a few from my 
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diurchy as weU as from others. Mother 
was one Dawson, who ingratiated himself 
into the &vom* of some pf my chm*ch; but, 
understanding his character did not stand 
&ir in the place from whence he came/ 1 
discountenanced ^ny marks of respect which 
my people, wished to shew him. This dis- 
satisfied ^several, . but the body of the church 
(x»ncided with- me. This occasioned us 
much difficulty, though it did not amount 
to a ^division in the church, which was, what 
Dawson was desirous of promoting ; and 
which he did effect in other churches where 
he was ^countenanced, viz. Stratfield, in Con- 
necticut, and one in Newport, (Rhode-Isl* 
and,) and some others;- The third, .was one 
John Alien, or Junius Junior y as he- profes- 
sed to be. . We had more difficulty in the 
church, on this man's account, . than with 
both^he others. . His invectives were levd- 
led agsdnst me, and I,, in retum, obtauied 
from England, an account of .the man and 
Ms character at. home, which: satisfied my 
people that he did hot possess much, me- 
rit. Findmg himself neglected and despise^ 

H 2 
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he removed eastward. Soon after, a great 
difficulty arose in the church respecting the 
singing of psalms. Although the cause \ras 
•tnvial, the consequence \yas a separation of 
the church, or, in other words, the second 
chiu'ch was constituted out of it. From these 
two churches others were constituted ; — =-Onc 
. tqpon Staten-Island ; — one at Stamfixd, (Con;- 
necticut,) — one in King-street; and another, 
at Peeks-Kill. 

From the constitution of the church, until 

its separation, it pieced God to renovate the 

hearts of many i and many were called to 

-exercise their gifts in the ministry. One ci 

these was Mr. Isaac Skillman, a graduate erf* 

Prince-Town College* At the time he joiru 

ed the church, he taught a latin schocd in 

the city of New- York. He afterwards, ac* 

-eepted a call from the second Baptist church 

I'm Boston, where he lived a few years. He 

wai3i solicited to remove to Kentucky^ and 

take^.charge of a seminary of learning at Lex- 

* ingtoia in tliat state ; but was diverted from 

ift^ by a call from a churdi in New Jerseyr^ 
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which he accepted, and in which he now 
continues* About the same time, Mr; £beiv 
ezer Frances, of Stamford in Connecticut, 
one of the members we dismissed from opr 
church, to constitute the church m Stamford, 
was called by them to the ministry ; anid stiil 
continues in it, with reputation, for ought I 
know to the contrary. Stephen Gano, now 
a minister at Providence, in the state of 
Rhode-Island, was called fiom our church 
to, preach.. Another was, Mr. Thomas 
Ustick, now a minister in Philadelphia. He 
was baptised, and joined our church when 
he was about fourteen years of age. He was 
a promising youth, and had a great desire ht 
an education ; which induced us, to encou- 
rage him to go to Rhode-Island College, in 
Providence, where he completed his educa- 
Jlion, under the care of President Manning. 
After his return, tlie church, finding he had 
a^ desire for the ministry, put him on trial, 
. and licenced huix to preach ; w hich he did in 
different places, ia New-Englaiid, before he 
w^. called to the place, where he now is. 
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While in this place, we hadanodier daii^- 
ter^ who was bom February 4Ahy 1764, and 
whom we called Sarahs The.year after, our 
eldest son, John Stites Gano, who was on a 
visit to his grand-parents, met with . a. &l\^ 
which put a period to his existence, after 
tenguishing a few days. He professed a 
hope of eternal life, through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ/ On the 14kh day of July, 
1766,- we had another son, who bore the 
name of John Stites Gano, after my eldrat. 
On the 15th of August, 1768, we had ano- 
*ther daughter, wha died in the third year of 
herbage. We had another son^ whom we 
called Isaac Eaton- Gano, . in. the year 177(i; 
and at the. commencement of the .war, just 
before we left New-Yorki we had another 
scm, whom- we called Richard Montgomery 
Gano. 

Thfe war now coming on j obliged the 
church to separate, and many removed from . 
the city, in almost every dii^ction, through 
the union. I was invited by Mr. Peter 
Brown, of Horseneck, in the edge of Con- 
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iiecticut, to remove my family to his house, 
ps he understood I was determined to remain 
in the city, till die enemy entered it : the 
British fleet were m the Narrows, and part 
of their troops were landing on Long and 
StatenJslands. 
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. I was invited to become Chaplain erf the 
regiment, belonging to Colonel Charles Webb, 
of Stamford, and Lieutenant Colonel Hall« 
This I declined. They then proposed to me, 4^ 
to come to their regiment, which lay a little * '^\ 
distance from the city, and preach to them 
one sermon on Lord's-day> and attend them 
€very morning. To this I acceded. 

The enemy's shipping, took possession 
both of the North and East-rivers, and clearly 
evinced their determination of landing their 
troops. This left me no possible opportu- , 
nily, of getting my household furniture ; I 
was obliged therefore, to retire, precipitately, 
to our camp. The next day, after- a little 
skirmishing, the British took possession of 
the city, and our army was driven to Hserlem 
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heights. — From thence, after a few more 
skirmishes, we had to retreat to Kkigs-bridge^ 
hi West-Chcster, leaving in Fort- Washing- 
ton, a garrison of about fifteen hundred men, 
all of whom, a little after, fell a sacrifice to 
the British. From ]&ing's-bridge, we retreat* 
ed to White-plains, where General Wash- 
ington had the greater part of his army, 
excepting those that were employed in Penn- 
sylvania. On the heights of White-plains, 
gU^j^we had a warm, though partial battle; for 
jyj^ not a third of our army, or probably of theirs, 
was brought to action. My station, in time 
of action, I knew to be among the surgeons ; 
but in this battle, I, somiehow, got in th« 
fi-ont of the regiment ;:yet I durst not quit my 
place, for fear of damping the. spirits of the 
soldiers, or of bringing on me an imputation 
of cowardice. Rather than do either, I chose 
to risk my fate. This circumstance, gave an 
opportunity to the young officerjs of talking ; 
and I believe it had a good effect upon some 
of them. From this place, we withdrew, in 
a few days, to North- Castle, and encamped 
not far fi'om tlie Presbyterian meeting housei; 



Ivhich wks made a hospital for the sick and 
wounded^ I obtained a furlough, to visit mjr 
fiunily, for a few days 5 and upon my return, 
found all the army gone from the place, ex* 
ccpt one poor soldier, whom 1 found at the 
hospital, with a bottle of water at his side. ' 

The British, had passed through New-Jer- 
sey, towards Philadelphia ; and had garrisoned 
a body of men at Brunswick, Prince*Town, 
and Trenton; where they had quartered the 
chief part of their Hessian troops. General 
Washington, had passed over the Delaware 
with a part of his army, and encamped in New- 
ton, in Pennsylvania ; and had ordered the re- 
mainder, which I belonged to, and which 
General Lee commanded, to come after him. 
We marched through Morristown, and Bas- 
kim'idge, in New- Jersey, where General Lee 
was taken, in the night, in the outskirts of 
our army. The command then devolved on 
General Glover, who led us through AimweD, 
over the Delaware, to General Washington's 
army. 
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Our troops, principally consisted qt men, 
enlisted for the year, and the militia. Gen- 
eral Washington gave orders for his army to 
march, in the evening, across the Delaware, 
to Trenton, and attack the Hessians. In this 
attack, eleven hundred Hessians were taken 
prisoners. The time, for which our troops 
engaged, being out. General Washington, 
visited the various regiments, and requested 
them to serve six weeks longer. In that 
time, he said, he expected a reinforcement, 
witih an ^my, raised either for three years, or 
during the war. Oiir affairs were principally 
conducted by State-Congresses. The British, 
hearing of our army being at Trenton, march- 
ed their troops after us ; and the two armies 
met at Prince-Town, vAere a skirmish took 
place, and the British retreated to Brunswick. 
Here General Washington, with a handful 
of men, kept the British in close quarters, 
fpr the remainder of the year. 

Six weeks being now expired, and we 
about to return home, the colonel and officers 
of the regiment requested to know, if I would 
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join tliem provided they should raise anothcr^ 
body of men. I answered them in the af- 
firmative ; but on my return home, I found 
a letter from Colonel Dubosque^ who was 
stationed at Fort- Montgomery, ontliebank 
of North-river, opposite Fish- Kill. On the 
receipt of this letter, I set off to the colonoPs 
re^ment, to refuse th$ invitation, therein 
contained. On my arrival there, I found 
.General James Clinton, iff .company with the 
Colonel, both of whom, urged me to accept 
the office of Chaplain, in sidt forcible a man- 
ner, that I finally con3ented. I repaired to 
the fort, where I remained, till the British 
took it fi'om us, by storm. 

The North-river, was a great object, both to 
the Americans, and the enemy. For while wc 
liad the command of it, the eastern and south- 
ern states, could operate to great advantage ; 
but if the enemy coujd controiil it, it would 
involve \is in ^at difficulties and embarrass- 
ments. They were therefore anxious to 
have their army come from Canada, to Alba- 

ny, and their navy, to take possession of 

I 
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North-river, and thereby form a junction with 
each other. Their nayj^, sailed up the river, 
and landed their soldiers, amounting to -about 
five thousand tnen. We had, both in Fort- 
Montgomery, and Fort- Clinton, but about 
seven hundred men. We had been taught 
to believe, that we should be reinforced, in 
time of danger, from the neighbouring mili- 
tia ; but they were, at this time, very inac- 
tive. We heard of the approach of the 
enemy, and that they were about a mile and 
a half from Fort-Clinton, That fort sent 
out a small detachment, which was immedi- 
ately driven back. The British army sur- 
rounded both our forts, and commenced an 
universal firing. I was walking on the breast- 
work, viewing their approach, but was obliged 
to quit this station, as the musquet balls fi^c- 
quently passed me. I observed the enemy, ' 
marching up a litde hollow, that tliey might 
be secured from, e^r firing, till they came 
within p^y yards of us. Our breast- w ork, 
imm^iately before them, was not more than 
aist-band-high, and we had but a few men. 
The enemy, kept up a heavy firing, till our 
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men, gave them a well directed fire, which* 
affected them very sensibly. Just at, this 
time, we had a reinforcement from a redoubt, 
next to us, which obliged the enemy to with- 
draw. I walked to an eminence, where I 
had a good prof^pect, and §aw the enemy 
advancing towards our gate. This gate, 
faced Fort-Clinton, and Captain Moody, who 
commanded a piece of artillery at that fort, 
seeing our desperate situation, gave the ene- 
my a charge of grape-shot, which threw them 
into great confusion. Moody repeated his 
charge, which entirely dispersed them for 
that time. 

About sun-set, the enemy sent a couple of 
flags, into each of our forts, demanding an 
immediate surrender, or we should all be 
put to the sword. General George Clinton, 
who commanded in Fort-Montgomery, re«' 
turned for answer, tliat • the latter was pre- 
ferrable to the former, and that he should not 
surrender the fort. General James Clinton,* 
who commanded in Fort- Clinton, answered 
the demand in the same manner. A few" 
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mmutes after the flags had returned, the ene- 
my commenced a very heavy firing, which 
was answered by our army. The dusk of 
the evenmg, together with the smoke, and 
the rushing in of the enemy, made it impos- 
sible for us to distinguish friend, from foe. 
This confusion, gave us an opportunity of 
escaping, through the enemy, over the breast- 
work. Many escaped to the water's side, 
and got on board a scow, and pushed off 
Before she had got twice her length, we 
grappled one of our row-gallies, into which 
we all got, and crossed the river. We ar- 
rived safe at New- Windsor, where in a few 
days after, we were joined by some more of 
our army, who had escaped from the forts. 
By our returns, we had lost, killed and 
taken prisoners, about three hundred men. 
The enemy, as we afterwards understood, 
bad one thousand or eleven hundred killed, 
among whom were eighteen Captains, and 
one or two field officers, besides « great 
number of wounded. 

When we arrived at NeMj- Windsor, I ob- 
tained a&rlough, to visit my family, whodieti 
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lived at New-Fairfield, where ^vas bom; my 
daughter Susannah, on the 8th of Novembet; 
1777, and from whence, after tarrying a few 
days, I departed for the army. 

The command of the North-ri^er, as I be^ 
fore said, was a great object with the Ameri- 
cans, as well as the " enemy. The • British; 
therefore, made every exertion to unite thei^ 
northern and southern armies. A spy was 
dispatched from Sir Henry Clinton, to ob- 
tain information of bur situation. But pra- 
videntially for us, the spy was apprehended,, 
and the enemy's scheme frustrated. Their . 
northern army, was captured at Bennington, 
on their way to Albany, principally, by the 
New-England militia, under the command 
of General Gates. I obtained another fur- 
lough to visit my famihy, but as our army 
was encamped near a meeting-house, I was 
ordered to visit them, and preach. ' My 
family removed to New-Milford, where I^ 
often preached, when on a visit to them. 

1 2 
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At the qpenkig of the next campaigxi^ 
General Clintpn^s brigade, consisted, of two 
vegu^ents from New*Y<H4^, one from New- 
England, and one from New Jersey, neither 
of which had 4 Chaplain. I was, therefore, 
constituted Chaplain to the brigade, by Gene-r 
ral Clinton, and> soon after, commissioned 
as such, hj Congress. During this cam* 
pa^gn^ the principal operations of the enemy^ 
were in Pennsylvania and New-En^and. In 
the latter, they burnt part of Old Stratfield, 
and attacked Danbury, where they were so 
warmly repulsed, that with difficulty they 
fscaped.-^At the close of the canqiaign, 
General Qinton's brigade was ordered to 
take wint^-quarters in Albany* While w^ 
|:emained there, a message came from ouv 
tropps, which lay at Cj«iajoharie, to General 
Clintopt requesting, to let me go and spend 
^ littfc time with them. To this the General 
consented, and I went. When I got there, 
^y asked me to preach; and wished I would 
dwell a little more on politics than I common- 
ly did. •In one of my discourses, I took 
the words of Moses to his fether- in-law ; 
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** Oome^ go thou with uSf mid we wiU(b the^ 
£O0d; /hr he thai seeketh my It/by seeketh thyi 
^€y but with us thou shalt be in sq/eguard.*^ 

About this time, the western expedition 
was mecUtated, to be conducted by General 
Sullivan. General Maxfield, of New Jersey, 
was to go up the Susquehanna, and form 
a junction with General Clinton. General 
Banis's brigade, from New- England, to go to 
Otsego, at the head of the Susquehanna, and 
wait for orders, to come down the river, 
with flat-bottomed boats, which were for the 
conveyance of the troops and provisions. 
Accordin^y, one hundred and eight boats 
were provided, and went up the North 
and Mohawk-rivers, to Canajoharie. From 
thence, they were carried through woods and 
swamps, sixteen miles, to Otsego, which 
forms the Susquehanna, While some of the 
army were cutting and preparing the road 
for the conveyance of the boats, the General 
^ent others, to dam the out-let, which was so 
effectually done, that the whole lake was rais- 
ed three or fotu* feet. We encamped at 
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Olsego, for five or six weeks, previous to our 
receiving orders for marching. We lay 
here on the fourth of July, ^ and the officers 
insisted on my preaching, which I did from 
these words : " This day shall be a memorial 
unto you throughout your generations.^^ On 
tliis occasion, the soldiery behaved witli the 
most decency that I ever knew them to, du- 
ring the war. Some of them usually absent- 
ed themselves from w orship on Lord's-day, 
and the only punishment they were subjected 
to, was the digging up of stumps, w^hich, in 
some instances, had a good effect 

* • • . 

Our troops, both officers and privates, 

grew, extremely in-patient of remaining so 
inactive, fearing the campaign would iall 
through. The General informed me, that he 
had received . orders to move, and that he 
should do it on the next Monday. He re- 
quested me not to mention it, till after ser- 
vice the next day, which w^as Sunday. I 
preached to,them from these words : " Being 
ready to depart on the morrow.'''^ As soon as 
service was closed, the Gener^ rose up, aiid 
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ordered each Captain to appoint a certain num- 

her of men out of his company, to draw the 

boats from the lake, and string them ^ong 

the Susquehanna, below the dam, and load 

them, that they might be ready to depart the. 

next morning. Notwithstanding, the dam 

had been opened several hours, yet the swdl 

it had occasioned in the river, served to carry 

the boats over the shoals and flatts, which 

would have been impossible otherwise* It 

was at that time very dry ; it was therefore, ^ 

matter of astonishment to the inhabitants, 

down the river, for above an hundred miles, 

what could have occasioned such a freshet 

in the river. The soldiers marched on both 

sides of the river, excepting the invalids^ 

who Went in the boats, with the baggage 

and provision. In a few days, we formed a 

junction, at Cayuga, with the troops from 

below. The General calculated the route, 

and the time it would consequently take 

them ; examined tlie provision, and finally 

concluded to form a garrison, leave all the 

baggage and provision, (excepting that in 

charge of Colonel Butier J and proceed with 
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two or three pieces of light camion, for tlic 
place of destination. The next day we had 
a little skirmish with the Indians, who, we 
believed, had secretly watched the motions 
©f both divisions of our army. 

We marched for Newton, (Penn.) where 
the different nations of Indians, under theii: 
two chiefs, Butler and Brant, had collected, 
and ambuscaded. General Suilivan, by some 
of his spies, gained information of this, the 
evening before ; and therefore planned the 
attack for next morning. Sullivan, with his 
division and cannon, was to march up and 
attack,- while General Poor with his regi- 
ment, should march to the right, and take 
possession of a mountain, where it was judg- 
ed the main bodv of the Indians lav. Gene- 
ral Clinton to advance further to the right, 
and station him^lf at the back of the moun- 
tain, to head the enemy, if they were routed. 
. We pursued our orders, till forced, by an 
impassable defile, to go nearly into General 
Poor's route. Many of the enemy, by this 
means, escaped. -One ' circumstance, pre-' 
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vented our gaining a complete victory. Our 
orders were not put in execution, when the 
attack was made by General Sullivau; he 
commenced with heavy firing from his can- 
non, which created a general alatm among 
the Lidians. This we learnt from two pri- 
soners^ whom we took. They also told us, 
that the instant the first cannon was fired, 
they broke their ranks, and took to running, 
although Butler and Brant, ordered them to 
stop. When our army collected, we saw 
ourselves surrounded by a large field of In- 
dian corn, pumpkins, squashes, beans, &c. 
which was no unpleasant sight to soldiers, 
who were as hungry as we were. Here 
General Sullivan displayed his generalship, 
by putting the army on half allowance, that 
we might more effectually secure the victory, 
by pursuing the Indians. Our success, and 
the exhortations of our officers, induced the 
soldiery to a cheerful compliance, and they 
consequently set up a loud huzza ! An Irish- 
man, observing this, said, he had been a long 
time in the British army, and some time in 
the service of America, but he never heard 
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soldiers, cry huzza! for half allowance be&re; 
however, as they all had, he would.. To 
this place, we brought several of our boats ; 
land firom here, they were sent back, to con- 
vey some wounded sbldiers arid com, for 
the garrison. 

On our return, the Indians tiiat were i^ettled 
on Gayuga and Tioga; were apprised of our 
approach, and had left those two places, leav- 
bg behind thim an old squaw, and a young 
one to take care of her. The General, des- 
troyed the town ; but first ordered her into a 
wigwam, and forbid any one hurting her or 
her wigwam; and also left a note on her 
door to that effect. We understood, that in 
going to the Genesee, we had to go through 
a. considerable town. The general sent off 
a lieutenant and serjearnt, with twenty men, 
to make discoveries, and to return that night. 
Instead of retuniing, they wished to try the 
conveniency of an Indian wigwam, and there- 
fore tarried all night. The Indians, beting 
of this, formed an ambuscade between them 
and the army, which our men did not 6» 
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cpver, till they were entrapped. One of our 
men, .by name MmrjAy ^ cleared himfidf from, 
them, shot an Indian who attempted to o^ 
pose him, and brought us the information. 
The General put the army in motion ; but 

before we arrived to the relief of Our miei^ 

• 

we were stopped by a rivnlet, and were 
obliged to throw a bridge across it. Wi?2e 
this was doing, the General stationed qenti- 
4iels beyond the men, who were at work, aad 
nearly within gun-shot of tlie Indians. In 
crossing the bridge, they shot one or two 
of our men : one of our centinals, a daring 
fellow, saw a cluster of them rise from their 
concealment, and knowing it was impossible 
for him to escape from them, run toward 
them, hallooed and waved his hat, as though 
our army were nigh him. This alarmed 
them so, that they arose and run, leaving 
their baggage &c. behind them. We 
crossed the bridge, but ha4 not marched 
far, before night overtook us. We were 
obliged to encamp. The distance, between 
us and the Genesee flats^ was but srnal}. 

K - 
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Next morning, we set oiFon our nitfch, 
crossed tiie Genesee, and marched seven 
nutes to a large Indian town* Here we dis- 
covered, that the Indians had massacred onr 
Lieutenant Boyd and die Serjeant, and had 
burnt down their huts. Among the ruins of 
the huts, we found a number of human bones, 
whidi we^upposedwere those of Boyd^ scout 
taken in thie skirmish, and of dieir own men 
who were kiUed or wounded. Here we eii* 
camped fc»* the night. 

In the morning, we heard the gund froiii 
the British garrison. We discovered ama< 
2ing fidds of com, not yet ^thered, vMch 
our army destroyed. It was suppose that 
the Indians were gone to the British garrison ; 
and that they had concluded our ititentioh 
was for the garrison. In the affemoon, our 
army wheeled about ; and Greneral Clinton, 
was (Ordered to encamp at the Genesee, and 
wait for our division to come up. Sufli- 
van's divisicHi, ^icamped in a large corn- 
field. Our dii^ision, marched with aK die 
dispatch they could, being amazing weak 
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ami emaciated^ by their half allowaikce, and 
gra^ com* We returned near to the g^v 
risQii at Cayuga ; the garrison came out to 
m^t U9. The next day, we had a great 
i^mt in the garrison, and then arranged mat- 
ters for our return to Easton. But here, I 
inust not forget to mention a circumstance, 
peculiaiiy pleasing to me. Two or three 
young soldiers were under great distress of 
miod' concerning their souls, and, frequently, 
Oime to see and converse with me. I men^ 
tioned a tesl to General Sullivan, wliich fre- 
quently occurred to me when t thought of 
the Indians, and the devastations which were 
made in their country. The text ^^s : 
^ * They shall walk through themi be an hung" 
ry, and curse their God and their King^ and 
hok upwards J^^ The General intended to 
liave a sermon when we arrived at Easton, 
and wished me to preach from these words 
jttst mentioned. But, \\ hen we arrived at 
jRaeton, I found there was another Chaplain 
. wbo had made pref^rations to preach a ser- 
mon^ I therefore gave him the opportunit}?. 
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I obtained a furlough, to visit atid tarry 
.some time with xay family. While here, I 
received a letter from the Baptist church/ih 
FUkdelphia, requesting me to ooltie and 
supply them. I shewed the letter to General 
Clinton, who granted me leave to p^ thenj^ 
a visit for two or three weeks. I informed 
the church, that . I was not discharged from 
the army, neither did I wish to engage my^ 
self to any j^ople. For if, in the {»*ovidimce 
of God, the enemy ^lould be driven froift 
New- York, I intended to collect my scatter- 
ed church, and to setde myself in that piace. 
i therefore wished them to look f(»: a sup^y 
elsewhere. While in Philadelphia, I had a 
.severe turn of tbe cholic, which detained 
'^me from &e army several days longa* than 
I intended to have staid. That whiter wt 
encamped near Newbury, and my famify 
lived at Warwick : as tlie distance was not 
great, I liad the privilege of being more i^ 
home that winter, than at any time smde 
the bommencement of tlie war ; and it -- wm 
a providential circumstance, as the winter 
proved extremely severe, and my fiumily 
needed all the assistance I could give fbfiaa. 
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' TM opmlsQCs of Ae cxiemy at liiis tim^» 
ww^ prificipattjr at tbe soudiivacd, whatt 
.Gcsieral Gates and dte soi^ero militia, «|i. 
rposed tfaem wiA no very great aueoeta. 
Genend Oatea» afiei: fais defeat, ivaa sM- 
ceeded by General Grem^ which gave turn 
Hfe. aad vigour to the milfilia; AJbout dus 
:tkat^ General Washtagton cdiectcd bis armf 
. in the ndghbourfaood of ^e British, at New- 
Jersey. This eKched the wond^ of every 
;body. Does he intend to make a Jbrdbk 
.otiMkm the JBrkish in New^York? was thfc 
generd questi<m. Neidier did the oieaoifr 
.understand his movements. General Wash- 
ington^ had' large ovens erected, which con- 
,firmed the opinion of his intended operation, 
Lagainstthe enemy at, and about New-Yorii. 



: The period now arrived, of a forced mareb 
of the combined army oi French and Ameri- 
cans) toWilliamfiburgh, in Virginia., They 
marched through iftewJorsey ai^ Pennsyl- 
vania, into Vbginia ;'and came in tiie Mir of 
tLcvrd Comwti}iisi the same day that; the French 

fleet, arrived and -blocladedi the Bri|ii^ Kt 
- . k2 
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^GttoQcester Point After a short sie^, ifi 
which the whole British fiirce in ihat quarter 
iKis reduced) Genertf Washington movod 
hb'.army» Thb movement .was so s^it^bden 
snd uDexppeted to nie^ that 1 was tobiUy^tiBl- 
prepared^for it» I liad with me only oneshifi 
of; linen, of which I iitfbrmed General Clin- 
tpt^ requesting leave of absence to get more ; 
but to this he objected, and said I must go 
on with th€«r, at all events. YHien we arrive- 
td at JKevi^ark, I found an old lady, who had 
4be^i a member of my church in New-Ycric. 
I idd her my situation, and she furnished me 
with what was needful fot* the campaign. 
Fram Newark, we marched to Baltimcffe* 
There General Clinton's Aid wzs tskcn ^ck, 
jmi J was ordered to stay with him, till he 
vms able to come after the army. The Ma* 
|ot's anxiety to follow the army ^ retarded his 
tccQvtery* However, he attempt^ and sef 
out ; but after one or tw^o days, he was ob- 
liged to lay by. In ar day or tvro we set off 
again, but did not reach the army before ^m 
Brkifi^ capitulated. Hsmtwr^ we psfftook of 
the jpy with ow i»pe<hr^ . :. 
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Matters bdng adjusted, the General order- 
ed the rctarn of the anny. Oa my way 
home, I stoped at Mr. Hart's, m Hopewell, 
in New-Jersey, and, after staying there one 
ni^t, stfilrted for home. Between Hopewell, 
and th6 Piscataqua, I met a messenger frcan 
Scotch Plains, who informed me, he was go- 
ing to get Mn Hart, to preach a funeral ser- 
mon on the death t)f Mr. Miller, who was to 
be buried the ne^t day ; unless I would stop 
and preach it. I told him, I would stop i 
but that he had better get Mr. Ibrt to 
preach the sermon. He went on, and in- 
formed Mr. Hart c^ what had passed : Mrv 
Hart said he wished to be excused. The 
duty tfam devolved on me; one circumstun^e 
made it very striking to me : It had been ^ 
private agreement betweoi Mr. . Miller .<aiK| 
myself, that the survivor of us, . if be had 
word of the death, should preach the funeral 
sermon of the other» Never didlessteeftia 
ministering brother so much, or feel the be> 
reavement so sensibly, as I did Mr. MUlqr.-^ 
At the funeral, I got information, that my .£ir 
Baily had moved > which was a jiay/fi ri^^ )(9* 
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distant. I set 6ff for home, and found -tfieiu 
well, and an addition of anotlicr son^' wh6m 
name was Wiiliam. 

On my return to the army, we ei^ampedat 
Newbury, and erected some huts, and a place 
fer public worship, cm Lord's days. We had 
diree senrices a day, and preached in rotation ; 
one from each brigade. We continued hete 
during the winter, and had frequent reports, 
t\^ the British were negociating a peacCi 
ii^hidi occasioned expresses being sent to 
and from the Britii^h General at New-York, 
dnd General Washington. The next spring, 
the British evacuated New- York ; ahd Genc^ 
ral Washington entered flie chy with his army. 
The army was soon after disbanded, and we 
^po^f ruined Yorkers returned to ourdisfiguiv 
^4iouses« ' 

 ■% • 

My house needed some repiiirs, and wairti. 
edsome new fiimiture ; for the enemy plim* 
de'reda great many articles. We collected of 
our church, about thirty seven members, 
0tft of upwawiscrf two hundred* Some were 
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dead, and others scattered into almost every 
part of the union. Some had turned fenncrs i 
but the mostofthesereturnedto the city. The 
Lord looked graciously upon us : we sooa 
had a large congregation, numbers Were sen- 
^sibly convicted, and many were brought to 
bow the knee to king Jesus. 

There was an application made to the aSio^ 
. ciation, for a minister to travel as a ntis^coia- 
ry, for one year ; and to make him somte al«* 
lowance from the association fund. I had 
some intimation of this application before I 
went to the association ; and proposed it to my 
' church, that if I was pitched upon as the per* 
-sohy whether they would consent. They 
agreed to it. My church was, at this time, in 
a very flourishing condition : daily additions 
were making to our number. At one com* 
mtmioii season, there were near forty youn^ 
persons added ; about an equal number ef each 
sex. We had meetings constantly, for the 
purpose of conversing, singing and prayipg j 
whicda proved very beneficial, -and which was 
iiept up for years^ and even, till my removli 
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to Kentucky, before which time, our smnyber 
of commiinicaiits in the church exe^^eded two 
hundred. 

The reason of my removal to Kentucky, t 
^lall here state. One Mr. William Wood^ 
came from that country, and gave a very ex*- 
alted character of the state of it. He made 
Si^veral encour^ing proposals to me to' go 
there, said there was a prospect of usduJini^ 
in the mmistry, th^ necesi§ity of an old expe- 
rienced, minister to take care of a youc^ 
church th^re, ^d flattering tempoml pix^ft* 
pects for the support of my family « For the^ 
reasons I concluded to remove* ^^es, I was 
considerably in debt, and saw no way of heiii|^ 
released, but by selling my house and loli. 
This I concluded would clear me, and ens^ik 
me to purchase waggons and horses to cany 
me to Kentucky. I called a church meet- 
ing, and informed them of my inteiitic»a^ 
They treated it as a chimera, and thought 
they could stop me by raising my salary^ 
They, with aU possible coolneati left bk 1(6 
^cttrmine for myself. I, immedia^ly, de|ftr- 
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mined to go, and desired them to look out 
ibr a supply. This aroused them, and they 
very affectionately urged me to tarry. I 
[ told them, if they had desired me to stay 
before I had put it out of my own poWer, I 
should then have given it up. 

I sold my estate, and commenced my 
journey for Kentucky. I encountered more 
^Ufficulties than I had calculated for. In go- 
ing do^vn the Ohio river, one of my boats 
unfortunately overset, and turned every tiling 
ihto the river. They who were in her, nar- 
rowly escaped, by cutting the ropes which 
tied the horses, so that neither man nor beast 
were lost. But 1 lost some very valuable 
property, which I never could replace. I 
also lost alt the provender for my horses,^ 
which at that time was a very serious mis- 
fortune. However, as there were others in 
company from New- Jersey, and of my ac- 
quaintance, I was amply supplied with that 
necessary article. We landed at Limestone, 
on the 17th of June, A. D. 1787; and soon 
after set out for Washington, in Kentucky, 
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whe' / safely arrived. I here preadhed to 
my^ ^mpanions and tlie inhabitants, .from 
th^ words ; " So wf got all safe to land.^^ 

Mr. Wood, on my arrival, took me into 
his own house. The news of my arrival soon 
spread to Lexington ; and Mr. Ambrose Dud<^ 
ley, and Mr. John Craig, came to see me, 
and urged me to visit Lexington, and preach. 
I went to Lexington, South Elkhorn, and 
Clear Creek, &c. and after tarrying afewdays, 
I returned home. Soon after mv return, I 
received a letter from Lexington, inviting mc 
to remove among them, and enclosing propo- 
sals of what they would allow me. I also re- 
ceived another letter, of the same import, from 
Brother Elijah Craig, of Georgetown. I soon 
after moved my family to Lexington ; and 
hired a house of Mr. Robert Parker, where 
we lived a twelve month. While herje, I re- 
ceived a proposal of land from Brother Elijah 
Craig, with an invitation to come and see it. 
I went, aad liked the land, but not the condi- 
tions. I, however, wished for a little t^me to 
consider of it ; and I set the day I would give 
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him an answer. Two days before the time 
came, while I was walking in the garden, 
General Wilkinson came to me and asked 
me, if I had fully determined where to settle. 
I told him, 1 had not; and that Ithen had but 
one day to consider of Mr. Craig's proposal. 
He said he came to make me proposals to go 
to Frankfort ; and wished me to go with him 
and see the plan of a town, which was in the 
liands of my son Daniel, at Frankfort. I 
went and was much pleased, and closed an 
agreement with him, that I would remove 
there, as soon as I could make it con\'cnient 

My wife, in going to visit this plUce, had 
the misfortune to fall from her horse, which 
made her a cripple the remainder of her life. 
She was, soon after, seized with the pleurisy, 
which terminated her existence, after lan- 
guishing a short time. We had but just got 
settled in our new habitation, when she was 
seized with the disorder ; and happy for her, 
I trust, she soon removed to that building of 
God, a " house not made with hands ^ Eternal 
in the heavens ^'^^ to which she appeared re- 

L 
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signed, and for which I hope^ by tlie grace 
of God, she was prepai'ed. But alas ! I was 
too unprepared for such a shock. In all h@r 
lameness, I had her cheering company aim^dj 
conversation, and was enlivened by a hope of 
her recovery. But when this fatal stroke 
was given, I was bereft of all consolation, 
and liad not the word and power of God sus- 
tained me through it, I must have sunk' be- 
neath the stroke. 

The next fall I received a letter from a 
friend in North- Carolina, with whom I had 
intrusted my little concevns there, informing 
me, that the man to whom I had sold my 
land, refused payment, alleging that I had 
sold him more than I ever had a title to. This 
was both injurious to my purse and charac- 
ter ; and led me to look over my old papers. 
I found the deed and the necessary papers ; 
the deed was properly authenticated, and ac* 
knowledged and recorded in Rowan, where 
the land lay. I determined to go and settle 
the business ; and, accordingly, set off, and 
after a fatigueing journey arriA^ed there. I got 
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the county surveyor, and having traced part 
of the line, he found it would take in part 
of land which he claimed and occupied, 
id a spring which * his family used ; he, 
ierefore, begged me to desist, and said he 
would setde the matter without any further 
difficulty. I could have put him to much 
trouble and expence ; but having my object 
answered, I settled the matter with him. 

Here I found and obtained another com- 
panion. She was the widow of Captain 
Thomas Bryant, and daughter of Colonel 
Jonathan Hunt. She was a communicant in 
a Baptist church in that neighbourhood. As 
she could not adjust her matters, so as to go 
immediately, with me, to Kentucky, I went 
to Charleston, in Soutli- Carolina, where I 
had formerly visited. Here, I was pleased to 
find many remaining evidences of the fruits 
of my former labours. I tarried here, up- 
wards of three weeks, at the house of Mr. 
Richard Furman. As Mr. Furman was 
about to take a short journey, he i^equested 
me to take charge of his churcli during his 
absence, which I did. From here, I went 
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farther Southward, and after an absence of 
nine weeks and tlirce days, I returned to my 
wife. I visited an association while here, and 
found many difficulties among them. The 
idea of liaving a moderator, was considered I 
as dishonouring Christ. Their requesting 
liberty of the moderator' for every thing which 
they wished to 4©, ;was considered as too 
conformable to ^the custom of worldly assem- 
blies, and an infringement of christian, liber- 
ties. But, after .'much altercation on these 
points, they agreed to them ; and the asso- 
ciation was conducted with much decorum- 

.The September following, I returned to 
Kentucky ; but without Mrs. Gano, as she 
was not then ready to remove. The next 
spring I w^ent to Nordi-Carolina, but found 
it woul(i be inconvenient for my v\ ife to re- 
move before fall ; I therefore made a visit to 
New- York and Rhode- Island, accompanied 
by my wife's son, Morgan Bryant. My 
old friends were much pleased to see me ; 
and I arrived back again > by the time my 
wife had appointed to go to Kentucky. I 



« liEVERENDvJOHIJf GANO. 125 

preached at many places in my tour to New- 
England; particularly, in New- Brunswick, 
where I preached twice to very crowded 
assemblies. On my return to Kentucky, I 
preached at Philadelphia, and many places in 
the statfes of Maryland and Virginia, agreea- 
ble to appointments I had made, four or five 
months previously. We started for Kentucky, 
on the 30th of September, 1794, and arrived 
safely without any thing material taking place. 
On my return, I found the family all well ; 
and that a report of my son William being 
drowned, which I heard while in Carolina, 
was without foundation. Here a new scene 
opened. My wife, saw children that had 
families, whom she never saw before; and 
my children, saw a mother whom they had 
no knowledge of. This, I believe, made 
them feel mutually awkward.. 

The Town- Fork church, of which I was 
a member, and whose meetings I endeavour- 
ed constantly to attend, had been highly fa- 
voured,during my absence,by the neighbour- 

ing ministers,, especially, Mr. Dudly, who. 

i2 
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had generally attended thfeir church meetings 
and had administered at their communion 
seasons. The church meeting was frequent- 
ly held at Frankfort, though there was no 
settled church there of any denomination. 
Mr. Hicikman had frequently preached in the 
assembly rooiii of the state house ; and Mr. 
Shannon, a Presbyterian minister, had given 
some encouragement, that he would preach 
there some part of his time. I agreed to 
supply them every first and third sabbath in 
the month ; and Mr. Shannon the remainder. 
I supplied them, in this way, through the 
winter ; and also the church at Town Fork, 
which kept me constantly employed ; for the 
distance between the two places was nearly 
twenty miles. 

Several of the members of the Town Fork 
church, frequently expressed to me their 
wishes, to have me live nearer to tliem ; and 
finally carried it to the church. I thought it 
my duty to make the reply, that it w as out of 
my power to procure a settlement among 
ihem ; but if they could devise any method 
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to render it possible;^ I had no objections to 
try it Accordingly, they appointed one or 
two men to inquire, and see what could be 
dcme. In the mean time Mr. Lewis ofiered 
me a small place of about thirty acres, the 
greatest part of which was cleared. He pro- 
posed giving me a lease of it, during my life, 
provided I lived there ; which was to be his 
proportion towards my support. I conclude 
ed to except this offer ; and, accordingly, in 
March I796, I moved there, and continued 
for two years, but found it very inconvenient. 
We had no stable for the cattle, and but a 
small house, hardly sufficient to contain our 
family. I had no Kieans of making my ac- 
coramodations better, except I sold my pro- 
perty at Frankfort. This I did not wish to 
do, as 1 had but a life lease of it. I thought, 
if I returned to Frankfort, and sold part of 
my property, and expended the proceeds of 
the sale on the remainder, it would be pre- 
paring a more comfortable home for my fa- 
mily, and which would not terminate at my 
/death. Accordingly, in the spring of the 
y e&r 1798, 1 returned to Fninkf^rt, and erectr 
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ed a comfortable log house, which I was pre- 
tented from entirely finishing by the cold 
weather's setting in. In October, of that 
year, I had the misfortune to ML from a horse, 
and fracture my shoulder-blade ; which ren- 
dered that arm useless, for some time. Soon 
after tliis misfortune, I was seized, in my bed 
one morning, ver}^ suddenly, with a paralytic 
stroke, which affected the whole of one side 
of me, one ear, an eye and half of my face, 
and rendered me almost speechless. This 
remained for about ten months, when I par- 
tially recovered. I have now, abundant cause 
to sing of the mercies and goodness of the 
Lord, that during all this illness, my reason 
was as good as ever it was I, even ai this 
time, am more or less afflicted with it ; but I 
have rode on horse back, riding but a few 
miles in a day. I have preached several times 
at Frankfort, setting in a chair. 

In the spring of the year 1798, I preached 
on Lord's day in tlie assembly room of the 
state house. My son Stephen, who lives in 
Providence, (Rhode Island), this year p^d me 
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a visit, but did not stay long. He went to 
Cincinnati, (Ohio), to see his brother John.' 
My youngest son William, was then a clerk 
in my son John's Prothonotary Office. He 
was anxious to have a collegiate education ; 
and his two brother's encouraged him in it. 
He, accordingly, with his brother Stephen, 
came over to consult me upon it, and I con- 
sented. They started for Rhode Island, and 
went by the way of Cincinnati, and I accom- 
panied them as far as my son Richard's, at 
Eagle Creek. Here I took my last leave of 
my son William, who appeared much affect- 
ed, and, afterwards, said he had taken his last 
farewell of his Father. They proceeded on 
their journey and proposed visiting Doctor 
Thane, whose wife was sister to him. The 
dear youth reached them, sick with a fever, 
of which he soon after died. He died, re- 
signed to his fate, and in hopes of a blessed 
immortality ; as I afterwards learnt by letter 
from my son Stephen. Though his death 
much affected me, yet when I heard he dlbd 
rcKigticd, it. appeared to me that it was all 
right ; and that God had done all things well. 



-i 
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My sincere wish is, that all my children may 
live, 'till they are prepared to die ; aad that my 
prayers may be redoubled for them, knowing 
that ere long, both they and myself, must quit 
this stage of action, and go to judgment. I 
see now, notliing worth living for ; but to be 
more devoted to God, and the advantage of 
my family, and the church of God. And, 
indeed it appears to me latterly, that I have^ 
lived beyond my usefulness ; but I know I- 
must wait for CJod'stime, when he will un-- 
ravel all the mysteries of his Providence. 1 1 
sometimes wonder, why God ever conduct- 
ed me to Kentucky, when so little fruit or 
good effect of my poor labours have appear* 
ed, at least to myself! why, in tliis half dead 
condition, I am yet continued in life ! Yet, 
I have more cause to wonder, that ever God 
made me instrumental of good, at any time 
of life, or any where in the world ; and that 
now I should be laid by, as an instrument 
out of use. • 

Thus far the narrative is written by Mr. 
Gano himself. An account of the remaiit- 
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ing days of this godly man, is compiled from 
the documents of his son Datiiel. 

In September of the year 1798, Mr. Gano 
fell from his horse and broke his shoulder 
blade, of which he so far recovered, as to 
attend the succeeding session of the assembly ; 
but which, it is probable, was the cause of 
the paralytic stroke, as mentioned by him 
in the pages, preceding. This visitation of 
Divine Providence, he sustained with holy 
fortitude and composure. Although, this 
continued with him till his death, yet he 
preached several times supported in his bed ; 
and attended every association, except one, 
until his death. During his last illness, he 
frequently talked to his wife of the approach 
of death, with the greatest composure ; and 
often requested his friends not to shed a tear 
for him, foV he should arrive at home. 

About three months previous to his death, 
he requested his wife to sing the hymn, 
" Ah lovely appearance of death ;'' which he 
also requested might be sung at his funeral ; 
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which was done by his wife and daughter, 
under extreme affliction. On Saturday even- 
ing, he performed family worship; and on 
Lord's day morning, after hearing a chapter 
read for that purpose, he was taken very ill, 
and conveyed to bed. On the Wednesday 
night following, he was seized with convul- 
sion fits ; and on Thursday night about ten 
o'clock, August 10, 1804, the spirit of this 
godly man, winged its way to the mansion 
of peace. 

About eight weeks previous to his depar- 
ture, he informed his wife, that he had the 
following dream, viz. " That he saw the 
state of a departed spirit ; and had a clearer 
view of it than he ever had before in all his 
reflections upon it. That he was taken sick, 
. unto death, and saw his wife, children, and 
friends around him, which was very gratify- 
ing. He felt Rimself struck with death, and 
Degan to stifien ; — ^his hearing and eye-sight 
go from him, and felt himself die ; ' but that 
the body knew nothing of this. The spirit, 
hovered over the coffin, until the corps was 



REVEREND JOHN" GANO. 133 

carried to the graf^e ; and the family had taken 
their kave. When the coffin was let down, 
some obstructions occurred/' (which was the 
case owing to the grave being dug too near 
that of his first wife,) " the spirit took its 
flight to the abode of never ending happiness." 

The following account of the last days of 
Mr. Gano, is taken from a letter to one of 
his children, written by Mr. William Hick- 
man, who was much with^ and esteemed by 
Mr. Gano.' The letter, I believe, is nearly, 
verbatim. Mr. Hickman observes : " that 
hearing Mr. Gano had a paralytic shock, he 
immediately went to see him, and asked him 
how he did ? He answered that he was half 
dead. I did not then believe he would ever 
have come out of his house, again, alive. 
He seemed willing to resign all to God, and 
to bear what he was pleased to lay on him ; 
wishing the prayers of God's people, and 
that the travelling preachers would call, con- 
verse and -preach. At such times, which 
frequently occurred, he would sit in his chair 
and exhort to duty, and to flee from vice. 

M 
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His longing, to get amongst his brethren, 
so raised his spirits, that in about a year, he 
ventured, in a carriage, to the Town-Fork, 
Bryants, and other places. When we ap- 
prehended his fatigues were too great, while 
preaching, some friend would support him, 
when he would preach with renewed ar- 
dour. 

It was the pleasure of heaven, about this time 
to visit the state with the out-pouring of his spi- 
rit. This blessed harvest of souls, appeared to 
increase his joys, being desirous of being, as 
in years past, in the vineyard, although his half 
dead side forbid it. When a little recovered, 
he would venture to the meeting house, on 
horse-back, where he would exhort, preach, 
pray and give counsel, sound and good, while 
he was supported by two persons to steady 
him. At other times he would go to the water 
side at the administration of the ordinance of 
baptism, and advocate that mode. 

My visits to this father in Zion, being 
frequent, he one day, wished to have the 



REVEND JOHNGANO. 135 

worship of God attended in his house. I 
spoke from these words; ^^ Lord help me.'^^ 
I discovered him to be much in tears, and 
he appeared much affected. When dismiss- 
ed, while lying on the bed, he seized my 
hand, and m an extacy exclaimed, " The 
Lord has helped me!" His cup appeared 
full and rumiing over ; and he often express- 
ed a wish to depart, and be with Christ, which 
was far better ; but patience he seemed to 
crave, and I believe God granted his request ; 
for he had every mark of a soul waitmg on 
God. 

On the Lord's day week, before his de- 
cease, i was in the pulpit, and observed one 
of thp connections pass hastily across the 
floor and whisper to another, which led me 
to think some change had taken place. After 
worship, I inquired, and heard he was very 
ill, and near his last. I went to see him, mid 
he appeared mucli altered, which induced me 
to think he was near home. He appeared 
smiling, and in no great misery ; nor would 
he ever own that he was. His appetite failed 
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him, and in tlie course of that week he wore 
away much ; yet his senses and reason coh- 
tinued. Myself and his family, set up the 
whole night, and I asked him a number of 
questions, being desirous of knowing the ex- 
ercise of his mind. He appeared perma- 
nently fixed on Jesus^ as the rock of ages. I 
asked him, what I should request of God in 
his behalf? His answer wsts, that he might 
enjoy his right mind, and be resigned to God's 
wilL His anxious eyes were upon his weep- 
ing children. The night before he expired, 
I went to see him, went to the bed side and 
took hold of his hand, and asked if he knew 
me ? he motioned in the affirmative. I asked 
him if he was in much pain ? he spoke so as 
to be heard, and said no. I then asked him, 
if he wanted to be with Jesus ? he said yes ! 
This was the last word, which could be un- 
derstood, at least, so far as my recollection 
serves me. I went to prayer with the family 
and friends, after which, he was taken with 
a fit, which continued with but little altera- 
tion till morning ; when business called me 
away. I bid him farewell in my mind, no 
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more expecting to see him in life, I went ta 
visit another sick person in the course of the 
day, and called again in the evening, when I 
found him still breathing. It had been my 
wish, for years, to close his eyes in death, 
should I survive him ; but another call hap- 
pening that evening, I left him in the hands 
of a feithful and able friend, and about ten 
o^clock of that night, being the 10th, day of 
August 1804, he got dismission from the 
church militant to the church triumphant r 
being in the 78th year of his age. 
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J\S the following hymns and pass are close- 
ly connected with the subject of the preced- 
ing Biography, I have ventured to insert 
them by way of Appendix, presuming they 
will be gratifying to the friends of the deceas- 
ed. The hymn, composed by Mr. Newman, 
originated in the following manner. ' Mr, 
Gano had an appointment, in the year 1755, 
to preach in Virginia. He had begun his 
journey for that purpose, and had proceeded 
as far as Mr. Newman's, when a freshet pre- 
vented his passing the river. Knowing Mr. 
Newman to possess a poetical turn, he re- 
quested him to compose a few lines on the 
occasion, which Mr. Newman readily com- 
plied with. It is not offered to the public 
as a specimen of correct or elegant poetry,, 
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but as the spontaneous effusions of a produc- 
tive mind. The pass was also written by Mr. 
Newman during the French war, and was 
occasioned by the following circumstance. 
Mr. Gano was travelling, as an itinerant 
|>reacher, and as it was dangerous to travel 
without a pass, he requested Mr. Newman, 
who was a magistrate, to write him one. Mr. 
Newman with cheerfuhiess immediately com- 
plied. The Hymn, " Ah lovely appearance of 
death'' was a favourite of Mr. Gano's, and he 
requested it might be sung at his funeral, 
which was performed by his afflicted widow 
and daughter Hubbel. 

THE EDITOR. 





APPENPIX. 143 



HYMN, 

eomfioaed by Samuel J^ewmav^ Esq, of Virginia^ in 
the year 1755, on the Rev, John Gano, 



1. 



O ! GLORIOUS King, thy works of grace 
Are wonderful unto this place, 
Unasked for, thou didst prepare. 
And sent thy servant Gano here> 



2. 



With joyful tidings, sounding sweet, 
Of Christ, the Saviour, so complete i 
And yet the sinner for to awe, 
And boldly to proclaim the law. 



3. 



Which done, a work he tho't most.meeti 
A harbinger sought a retreat, 
Not back, but from us for to go 
To Carolina, you must know. 
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4. 



With hasty steps, "with news of grace, 
To Adam's fallen, guilty race, 
The silver trump he tho't to sound, 
In a small place, within that ground. 



5. 



But mark I Virginia's happy gain, 
Another warning to attain, 
Of sin and satan to beware, 
The clouds assist to stop him here. 



6. 



With waters they the rivers fill, 
Across the road, from hill to hill ; 
Thus Providence has clear'd the way., 
To give to us another day. 



7. 



Now Lord, in thy protecting hand, 
Thy servant takes a still command ; 
All things to work thy good always, 
Who fear thy name, and seek thy praise. 



AffSJiBSX^ 



a 



Itf 



And when itolongei' he mtiit stay, 
JO Lord ! go irtdi hiw, gmde hu way, 
And with thy tni* iAd»€*cy «weet, 
Ercr direct hb wandofing fee«. 



SL 



In tiving pasture* fredftiiattid grie^ft, 
Do thou his FOd a«d staff imd^ I 
And his tMwty stmSte and fte«ds, 
To Uving fouBtriwfe tho» hbti? lead; 

Whilst gwng thwjttgh this vala 0f tew|» 
^eep lum fromhodiiig iloufeCd ttMl«Mff9r 
And #he» Ms yfotk ia finiah'd theie, 
Return thy fsemsn^ Gkko) har^. 

And when from here he hack doth roam^ 
Be with thy Servant, guide him home ; 
And help us all to praise thy name, 
Thy servant still to praise thy nainjp. 

N 
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12. 

And brother, dear, whilst far away, 
Remember me> I humbly pray ; 
Me, and my wife, and children amallf 
Up to Jehovah> offer all, 

18. 

Offer, also, Virginia's land) 
That dreaiy place of barren sand, 
That Christ might make it fruitful be> 
O ! pray for us to God most liigh. 

14. 

 

Dear .brother, finally, faretrell^ 
May l^imj by his spirit dwell, 
Within pur hearts, and own the cau$^, 
Teaching to love, and keep his law^% 
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•;^!'; :-A : x> 



A 



THE FOLLOWING PASS ' ' 



Was comftosed by Mr, JKewmav^ on Mr, Gaso^ when 
# 9n a JQumet/ 40 Carolina. 



I ^ 



€ro, go, -sweet youth, go spread thy master's them*,' 

Tor well thou'st learnt his attributes and name. 

Go, in his strength, no cold will thee annc^f. 

Go, make the hills and vallies echo joy. ' ' 
Proclaim the Saviour, this is all thy theme, ' \ • ^^ 

Jesus, the Lord, and his blest Gospelsi' scheme. 
Go^ sound the trump, for weH thou can'st it blow, 
Jesus, the Lord, and his blest merits show. 
Xiift up his ensign, show his purple gor^, 
That from his side, for sinners, out did pour I 
O ! let them, waving in the wind, appear. 
Shew them their sins, the cruel sword or spear 
That pierced his side to make this crimson dye, 
Perhaps they^U tremble, and their sins destroy ; 
And own the Lord and his compassions Sweet, ' 
And fall before him, victims a(> his £eet. 



O ! iet| alaoi the bliudng ensign fly» 
Awaken sinners, tell them they must die. 
O ! sound the dreadful thunders of the lav^ 
tVhieh pleads perfection^ and without a flaw. 
The soul that sins, or breaks the law n^ust die, 
And damn'd must be t6 all eternity ; ' 

They must, they must, I tremble for to tell, 
They must endure the scorching flames of hell. 
Go, then, sweet Gaho, in thy master's namely 
These glorious truths most boldly to prpcleim- 
Fear not (he wicked, nor the serpent's rod. 
Thou hast for. strength, an onmipotent God.. 
O i precious G^no, here thy comfiMt sliilid% 
Thou'pt in the \ray, obeying his (xmnHands $ 
Rejpice» sweet saint, the ways with pleamire ctwfth 
'Till he thy soul wi£h Uring pleasures drown ^ 
And Christies all of high or low degi^t^ 
For Jesi^s sake, this I demand of theOf 
Stop not the bearer, through any yson protence^ 
Nor use unto him any insolence. 
Rather protect him from the base design 
Of hellish ;nen, that should against him join. 
A subject true he is to George our Kingi 
O.! join with himt to Jesus pratsoa sing*- 



i 



J 



AvvMvnn^ U^ 



Ye fiiaglstrates, whoioTe aweet f efiHt^jOMBt^ 
Te need not fear t6 sign the veiy Man^. 
I^ as your brother, under Georg^e our Ki&g^^ 
Do sign tius/^#i and seal it with my ring^ 






^ 



The following HYMJ^ he requested (fireviou9 to hu 
death) Tnight be avng at hUJuneral^ which wa^/siC^ 
cordingly done. 



i: 



'^ Ah I loTely appearance of deadly 

What sight upon eaithis so fair! 
Not all the gay pageants that breathe;^ 

Can with a dead body compare ! 
With solemn delight I survey, 

The corpse, when the spirit is fle^y 
In love with the beautiful cluy, 

And longing to lie in its stead. 



3- 



Sow blest is our brother, bereft 
Of all that could burthen his mind ; 



• 



*» 



How easfthe^doul th&t hddieft; ' 
This wea,pisi>me body behind ! 

Of evil j:jpi^gLl?le thou, \ 

Whose relics with envy I see, 

No longer in misery now, 
No longer a sinner like me. 



,v - , -. • ^ ^* 



This earth is affected no more, 

With sickness, or shaken with pain ; 
The war in the members is o'er, 

And never shall vex him again ! 
No anger, henceforward, or shame. 

Shall redden this innocent clay ; 
Extinct is tbe animal flame, - 

And pasuotk is vaiu^ed away.. 



4» 



This lahquishing head is at rest, 

Its thinking and acliing aro- o'er ; 
This quiet, immoveable breast, 

Is heav'd by affliction no more I 
This heart id no longer the seat. 

Of trouble and torturing psdn ; 
It ceases to flutter and beat, 

It never shall flutter agaii\. ^ ^ 
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5. 



The lids he so seldom could close, 

(By sorrow forbidden to sleep,) 
Seal'd up in a lengthy repose, 

Have strangely forgotten to weep. 
The fountains can yield no supplies, 

These hollows from water are free, 
The tears are all wip'dfrom these eyi^ 

And evil they never shall see. 



6. 



To mourn and to suffer is mine, 

While bound in a prison, I breathe ; 
And still for deliverance pine, 

And press to the issues of death* 
What now, with my tears I bedew, 

O might I this moment become I 
My spirit created anew, 

My flesh b« consigned to the tomb. 
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